political and material support 
till the time an overall peace 
formula is worked out", says 
Afrasiab Khattak, leader of 
Pakistan's Pakhtunkhawa 
. Qaumi Party, who has lived in 
Kabul for several years. 
"People like Pakistan's former 
intelligence chief General 
Akhtar Abdur Rehman wanted 
to see Kabul burning," he 
alleges. "Their wish has come 
true and Kabul has been 
reduced to ruins, but now 
those who want to see peace 
and tranquility in Afghanistan 
will have to come forward to 
work for a peace formula 
under which ail factions get 
their due share in power." 

Most observers of Afghan 
affairs insist that the role 
played by the neighbouring 
countries to broker peace 
deals has not been very 
successful. These countries 
have lost credibility with the 
Afghan leaders due to their 
past role of backing favourites. 
For their part, Afghanistan's 
neighbours also seems 
disilPusioned with the 
mujahideen leaders' 
propensity to renege on their 
promises. "At least on two 
occasions, they all agreed to 
peace accords in Peshawar 
and Islamabad. A collective 
prayer was held at the Khana- 
e-Ka'aba to honour these 
accords. Yet they were 
fighting each other like bitter 
enemies," says a senior official 
in Islamabad. 

The Bhutto govemment's 
move to seal the border with 
Afghanistan, thus preventing 
any fresh influx of refugees 
into Pakistan, clearly spells the 
anxiety prevailing in 
Islamabad on its present lack 
of leverage over Afghan 
politics. The government's 
decision to close the Torkham 
border has been criticised by 
most groups in the Frontier as 
well as by Amnesty 
International. 

Sources in Islamabad reveal 
that the suggestion was 
originally floated by 
bureaucrats of the interior 
ministry, and was approved by 
Interior Minister, General (retd) 
Naseerullah Babar. Sources 
say that the decision was 
taken against the wishes of the 
Foreign Office. But some 
members of the govemment 
were of the view that forcing 
the refugees to remain inside 
Afghanistan might compel the 
warring Afghan leaders to 
strike a peace deal. Pakistan 
did succeed in convincing the 



warring sides to declare 
Jalalabad a "safe haven", but 
beyond this, the rival sides 
turned a deaf ear to all appeals 
for a ceasefire. 

Most observers of the 
Afghan crisis view the 
situation in the country as 
being extremely bleak. In the 
light of several factors - the 
latest round of fighting, the 
breach of previous peace 
accords as well as the 
unprincipled re-alignment of 
forces - there is little hope that 
the leaders will reach a lasting 
solution to the crisis. It has, 
however, become clear that 
no faction can emerge as a 
clear winner. 

Massoud and Dostum, 
backed by other groups, failed 
in their earlier attempt to 
eliminate Hekmatyar. In a 
dramatic turnaround, 
Hekmatyar, Dostum and 
others have now launched a 
combined attack to defeat 
Massoud, but again with little 
success. Even if the anti- 
Jamiat forces succeed in 
capturing Kabul, which 
appears highly unlikely, the 
conflict will not end. The 

warlords. Some of them are 
loosely linked to the various 
Afghan political factions, but 
by and large they make their 
own decisions. For their part, 
the high profile leaders sitting 
in Kabul, Charasayab or 
Peshawar, are not prepared to 
go against the will of their 
respective commanders 
either. 

Almost all the main political 
and armed factions in 
Afghanistan, except for 
Professor Mojaddedi's Afghan 
National Liberation Front, 
exist and operate in the name 
of Islam. This is true even of 
ex-communist General 
Dostum's party, which is 
known as the Junbish Milli j 
Islami. But power-sharing in 
most of the provinces has little 
to do with religious ideology, 
and tribal and other political 
considerations usually take 
precedence. That is why the 
commanders, who have their 
personal militias or pockets of 
tribal influence, have greater 
say than the main mujahideen 
leaders, who are either 
stationed in Peshawar, or live 
in the besieged capital, Kabul. 

These former mujahideen 
commanders, controlling 
different pockets of territory, 
have now become so 
important and independent 
that wars have been fought on 
their decisions, and peace is 
mostly brokered on their 



initiative. At present, the 
Nangarhar shoora in 
Jalalabad, headed by 
Governor Haji Qadeer, has 
proved the most successful in 
maintaining a political balance 
and peace in the region, which 
borders Pakistan. It is for this 
reason that ail sides have now 
agreed to declare the area a 
"safe haven", and new 
refugees have continued to 
pour in from Kabul and its 
outskirts to take shelter there. 

The northern parts of 
Afghanistan have also been 
relatively peaceful, either 
because one particular group 
has total control over a 
province, or a commander 
belonging to one of the 
factions has silenced most of 
his rivals. Similarly, the Herat 
province and its adjoining 
regions, controlled by the 
Jamiat-e-lslami's most 
powerful commander, Ismail 
Khan, has shown little signs of 
trouble, and has not been 
disturbed by the turmoil in and 
around Kabul. 

Surpnsingly, the Hizbe 
Islami of Afghan Prime 
Minister Gulbadin Hekmatyar, 
which is otherwise one of the 
most powerful of the Afghan 
factions, seems to have the 
least share in power over the 
provinces. Except for a couple 
of provinces, where the 
extremist Islamic party has a 
dominating role in the shoora, 
its share in power is negligible. 
But this does not in any sense 
mean that Hekmatyar has no 
real support among the 
Afghans. On the contrary, he 
continues to be among the few 
Afghan leaders who not only 
has a highly disciplined force, 
but also mass following in 
most of the provinces of the 
fragmented country. It is for 
this reason that, instead of 
agreeing to a tribal solution, he 
has consistently demanded an 
election, as for him, this is the 
only road to real power in what 
is still a highly traditional and 
tribal society.* -Zaffar Abbas 

The Herald, February 1994 



The Spoils 



of War 



By Afghan tradition, 
anyone who controls 
Kabul is regarded as 
the ruler of 
Afghanistan. This has 
remained the established rule 
for centuries, despite the fact 
that the different regions have 
always been dominated by 

local tribal elders. But the 14 
years of 'jehad' against the 
'communist infidels', which 
brought in tonnes of arms and 
ammuniton and created more 
warlords than leaders in 
Afghanistan, has led to the 
virtual fragmentation of the 
country. 

Today, each of the 30-odd 
provinces has its own 
autonomous or semi- 
independent government, run 
by the area's most powerful 
mujahideen commander, or a 
shoora of commanders, 
representing various 
mujahideen factions or 
warlords. Some of them are 
loosely linked to the various 
Afghan political factions, but 
by and large they make their 
own decisions. For their part, 
the high profile leaders sitting 
in Kabul, Charasayab or 
Peshawar, are not prepared to 
go against the will of their 
respective commanders 
either. 

Almost all the main political 
and armed factions in 
Afghanistan, except for 
Professor Mojaddedi's Afghan 
National Liberation Front, 
exist and operate in the name 
of Islam. This is true even of 
ex-communist General 
Dostum's party, which Is 
known as the Junbish Mllli 

Islami. But power-sharing in 
most of the provinces has little 
to do with religious ideology, 
and tribal and other political ' 
considerations usually take 
precedence. That is why the 
commanders, who have their 
personal militias or pockets of 
tribal influence, have greater 
say than the main mujahideen 
leaders, who are either 
stationed in Peshawar, or live 
in the besieged capital, Kabul. 

These former mujahideen 
commanders, controlling 
different pockets of territory, 
have now become so 
important and independent 
that wars have been fought on 
their decisions, and peace is 
mostly brokered on their 
initiative. At present, the 
Nangarhar shoora In 
Jalalabad, headed by 
Governor Haji Qadeer, has 
proved the most successful in 
maintaining a political balance 
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and peace in the region, wWch 
borders Pakistan. It is tor this 
reason that all sides have now 
agreed to declare the area a 
"safe haven", and new 
refugees have continued to 
pour in from Kabul and its 
outskirts to take shelter there. 

The northern parts of 
Afghanistan have also been 
relatively peaceful, either 
because one particular group 
has total control over a 
province; iar af €t!^#Tiarfi^r 
belonging to one of the 
factions has silenced most of 
Ws rivafs. Similarly, the Herat 
province and its adjoining 
regions, controlled by the 
Jamiat-e-lslami's most 
powerful commander, to*»aH 
Khan, has shown little signs of 
trouble, and has not been 
disturb^8l^t»#mfi©»ffi%to 

around Kabyi. 

Surprisingly, the Hizbe 
Islami of Afghan Prime 



i Minister Gutbadin Hekmatyar, 
jwhich is otherwise one of the 
'most powerful of the Afghan 
factions, seems to have the 
least share in power over the 
provinces. Except for a couple 
of provinces, where the 
eicWtfT^ I^Wfie^Pafty has a 
dominating role in the shoora, 
its sfiare in power is negligible. 
Butt#g ddes rtbt iif#e' 
mean that Hekmatyar has no 
real support among the 
Afghans. On the contrary, he 
continues to be among the few 
Afghan leaders who not only 
has a highly disciplined force, 

most of the provinces of the 
fragmented country. It is for 
thiaftason that, instead of 
agreeing to a tribal solution, he 
has consistently demanded an 
^clfon, as for him, thft tfie 
only road to real power in what 
is still a highly traditional and 
tribal society. ■ -Zaffar Abbas 
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Afghanistan: provincial boundaries 



Iran 




Nang«ftt«r 



I 



K KABUL: President Rabbani's Tajik dQmmtedJsmiat-e 
Islami, with the so-called Lion of Panjsher. Ahmed Shah 
Massoud, calling the shots. 

► HERAT: The Jamiat'>§'4s^^^mi(M^3im^ 
commander, Ismail Khan, controls the province and also has 
a say in a number of adjoining pro vinces. 

>^ FARAH: Controlled by JimfBMed forces. 

► BADGHIZ: Controlled by Jamiat-led forces. 

► NIMROZ: Controlled by Jamiat-led forces 

► URm^fi: Harm-mmiriated shoora. ' 
^ GHAZNI: Controlled by Qari Baba of Harkat. 

► HILMAND: Mulla Rasool Akhundzade of Harkat 

► l€^HDAHAR: Shoora dominated by Mulla Naqeeb of 
Jamiat and Haji Sarkatib of Hizbe Islami. 

► PARWAN: Controlled by Ahmed Shah Massoud 

► BADAKHSHAN: Controlled by Massoud and allies. 

► TAKHAR: Controlled by Massoud and allies. 

► KUNDUZ: Dominated by Arif Khan of the Jamiatmdmies 
but the Hizbe Islami also has its influence. 

► BALKH: Controlled by Q&w^l^^m and his allies 

► SAMANGAN: Controlled by General Dostum and his allies 
K JOZJAN: Controlled by General Dostum and his allies 

FARYAB: Controlled by General Dostum and his allies 

► BAGHLAN: Controlled by General Dostum and his allies. 
P- SARIPUL: A relatively new province, which is recognised 
by only a few groups, is also controlled by Dostum. 

► NANGARHAR: Combined shoora representing most 
groups and respected by all. Also the most peaceful area 

► LAGHMAN: ControHed by Hizbe Islami. 
9^ LOGAR: Controlled by Hizbe Islami. 

party bya.Wah&tJj 

► PAKTIA: Harkat-e-lslam^mikr0^m<fl3Pf^^ without 
representation from Hizbe Islami. 

► PAKTIKA: Shoora representing most groups. 

► ZABUL: Harkat dominated area. 
P- VARDAK: Conflict between factions belonging to 
Hekmatyar, Sayyaf and a few others. 

► KAPISA: Conflict between Hizbe Islami and Jamiat-e- 
Islami. 

► BAMIYAN: Controlled by shoora of 8 Shia parties . 

► QHOR: Controlled by Jamiat dominated shoora. 



The Herald (Pakistan) February, 1994 
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Cartoon by 
Mahmoud Khaheel 
from Sharq al-Awsat 
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SPECIAL MISSION TO AFGHANISTAN - from reports from the Office of 
the Sec'y Gen'l in Afghanistan & Pakistan (OSGAP) . Excerpts: 

4/12 - The head of the Special Mission, Amb. Mehmoud Mestiri, today deplored the 
tragic news from Kabul but said he would not be deterred and that such attacks 
only gave new emphasis and urgency to the UN's mission to bring peace. 

Addressing a rally of 2,000 Afghan refugees in Peshawar, Amb. Mestiri said: "We 
hear there is war in Kabul. Let them make war, we will make peace. We can read 
in your eyes and your attitude your determination to have peace. Our determination 
is equally great." ... 

The Special Mission has spent the past 4 days in Peshawar hearing the views of a 
wide range of Afghans, including several women's groups... 

Amb. Mestiri said the purpose of the mission, at this stage, was to canvass the 
widest possible range of views of the Afghan people. "In Kabul and everywhere we 
have gone, the Afghan people have told us, in the strongest terms, that they want 
an end to the conflict and that they are looking to the UN to assist them in this 
search for peace." 

4/15 - The head of the Special Mission, Amb. Mestiri, has already met with Pres. 
Rabbani, Prime Minister Hekmatyar and many other leaders. He appreciates & is 
pleased with the constructive exchanges with these leaders which focussed on ways 
of ending the conflict in Afghanistan. The UN & the Afghan people hope that the 
leaders of Afghanistan will find ways to resolve their differences. The UN Special 
Mission is committed to assisting in this process as a neutral party & appreciates 
the expressions of support for its role from the Afghan leaders & groups it has met. 
However, the fact that fighting continues in Kabul & other parts of Afghanistan 
remains an issue of the utmost concern to the UN & the entire int'l community. The 
many Afghans who have spoken to the mission have expressed their deep bitterness at 
a conflict which has frustrated their hopes of rebuilding their country & their 
lives.... The UN Mission is listening to the views of the Afghan people. This work 
will continue over the coming weeks before it presents its findings* conclusions & 
recommendations. 

The UN has not taken positions or made any judgements on the issues raised during 
its consultations. Amb. Mestiri believes that the only way to bring a durable 
peace to Afghanistan is through the widest possible dialogue with representatives 
of all the people of Afghanistan who suffered for so long in their heroic resistance 
to foreign occupation. 

4/20 - The Special Mission. .. today completed its 3rd visit into Afghanistan with 
a series of meetings in Bamiyan. The SM had spent 3 days in Herat & 2 days in 
Mazar-i-Shar if . 

In Mazar-i-Sharif & nearby Sheberghan, Amb. Mestiri had 2 meetings with Gen. Dostum 
including a lengthy private meeting. One focus of these talks was the urgent need 
for a ceasefire both to relieve the suffering of people in the war zone & also to 
create a more positive atmosphere for efforts to bring a lasting peace.... 

At Balkh University, about 1,000 people gathered to give the SM their views on the 
situation in Afghanistan. Most speakers emphasized the need for the northern region 
to be fully included in any new political order... In Herat, the SM attended the 
parade marking the 2nd anniversary of the liberation of Herat which has been 
largely peaceful since then due, in part, to the successful disarmament program in 
the south west region led by Herat's Gov., Ismael Khan.. 

In his 1st meeting with the SM, the Gov. stressed the importance of collecting 
weapons, saying that wherever there are weapons in the hands of ordinary people. 
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peace cannot prevail in that place. Many other groups in earlier meetings had 
asked the UN to assist in the collection of weapons as an important contribution 
to peace... The SM & local officials had a constructive exchange of views on 
the peace plan proposed by representatives from 14 provinces in Afghanistan. 
Amb. Mestiri said the plan was practical & should be taken very seriously on its 
merits and also because it had the support of nearly half the country... 

In Bamiyan... the SM met representatives of most of the Afghan parties as well as 
hearing the views of the Islamic Shura of Bamiyan, the center of the Shia minority 
in Afghanistan. Amb. Mestiri emphasized that the UN could only support a peace 
process which included all Afghans. 

4/26 - [In Kandahar] more than 3,000 people gathered at the governor's house to hear 
local leaders & commanders give their views to the SM. Kandahar remains heavily 
armed & tense. There has been little reconstruction work to repair the extensive 

destruction during the war against Soviet occupation [Amb. Mestiri] appealed 

to the people of Kandahar to exercise their historical leadership role by being 
builders of peace. The 1st step would be. to form a broad based administration in 
the province to guarantee peace. This would allow the UN to expand its work & help 
more people in the region. When the int'l community saw the 1st steps being taken 
towards T a permanent peace, there could be offers of assistance in reconstruction & 
development . 

In Quetta, the SM met intellectuals & academics including many newly displaced from 
Kabul, tribal leaders, commanders, women's groups & students. District & provincial 
representatives from provinces inside Afghanistan also came to Quetta to present 
their plans on bringing peace to Afghanistan... Numerous speakers. . .emphasized 
their desire for a ceasefire; for a program to collect weapons; & for an end to 
foreign interference in Afghanistan. Amb. Mestiri said these were appeals the SM 
was hearing everywhere it went. He said the UN fully supported the Afghans on 
these 3 issues. On 4/28 the SM will make a 1-day visit to Khost... 

4/29 - The SM... today travels to Riyadh & Jeddah where it will have meetings with 
the gov't of Saudi Arabia & the OIC & then to Tehran for meetings with the gov't 
of Iran. These meetings are a continuation of the Mission's work consulting with 
the countries neighboring Afghanistan & other states concerned about developments 
inside Afghanistan. Prior to coming to the region, the SM had meetings in Washington 
with the US gov't & next month will visit Moscow for consultations with the gov't 
of the Russian Federation. In Islamabad, the SM had meetings with the gov't & 
with the President of Pakistan. 

The Mission spent yesterday in Khost, representative of many areas of Afghanistan 
where there is peace, a stable local administration, large scale return of refugees 
& the beginnings of a normal life... 

"Virtually everyone we have met, including most of the party leaders, believe that 
the UN, because of its neutrality & impartiality, can play an important role in 
helping Afghans end the crisis in their country. But any solution must emanate from 
the Afghan people themselves, not from the UN. What I have heard give§ me real hope 
that such solutions will be forthcoming," Amb. Mestiri said... 



The Special Mission will also go to Rome to meet with ex-King Zahir Shah. [Ed.] 




Turkman ftU Dtajn, 
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PEACE PROPOSALS 



From Rabbani: Kabul, 27 April 1994 

We beUeve that the basic solution of the crisis in the country is the adoption of an 
effective election mechanism for the designation of the future leadership in Afghanistan. 

We believe that the most reliable arbiter and judge who has the right and the competence 
to adjudicate about the national problems of Afghanistan are the very people of Afghanistan. The 
people must be provided the occasion to take their decisions, this being their legitimate right, 
regarding their homeland, its future destiny, its political system and its organizational structure. 
The respect of the decision of the people is an Islamic precept and an internationally approved 
principle. It is therefore our view that an Assembly (Shura) being representative of the people's 
opinion has to be convened. 

This Shura may be called: a Loya Jirga (Grand Assembly), Hall-o Aqd, or Majlis-e Kabir- 
e Melli (Grand National Assembly). All nationalities, tribes, clans, religious sects, and different 
regions of the country must be proportionally represented in it. 

An authoritive Conmiission, called Conmiission for convening the Assembly 
(Commission-e tadaarok-e Shura) has to be created. The duty of this Commission would be the 
drafting of the regulations for the convening and rules of procedure of the Assembly, including 
the conditions for the membership of the Assembly, and for the candidacy to the leadership of 
the country. The Commdssion must have an adequate executive and authoritative competence. 
It must be set up with the subvention of the Organization of Islamic Conference and of the 
United Nations. These organizations should supervise the process of the convening of the 
Assembly. The Commission can be created by the joint efforts of the Peace Mission called the 
Council of the Ulama and Clergy, Professors of Kabul University, representatives of Provincial 
Councils, Conmianders and represenUtives of all the parties. 

We call upon the respected Peace Mission and other personalities engaged in Peace 
actions to urgently take the needed steps for the convening of the Assembly. We hope the 
process will take a short time. I shall be ready to transmit all the power to the Assembly. • • 

The State power would be transferred, as we have already said to the Assembly, once it 
is convened and constituted. The Assembly will elect the future leadership of the country 
according to the will and the wishes of the people of our country. Its decisions are to be 
respected by all the parties concerned. . . ^ 

The Islamic State of Afghanistan shall be faithful to the principles of positive non- 
alignment and non-interference in the internal affairs of other countries and the consolidation of 
Peace and stability in our region and the world. Afghanistan will not interfere in the internal 
affairs of any country. The Islamic Stale of Afghanistan firmly supports freedom, justice, respect 
of human rights, the United Nations Charier, the principles of the Non- Alignment Movement and 
of the Organization of Islamic Conference. Afghanistan believes that all international 
commitments, not contradictory to Islamic values, are to be respected. The Islamic State of 
Afghanistan, commemorates with appreciation the support of the neighboring and Islamic 
countries and other peace loving countries of the world given to us during the just struggle of 
the Afghan people. Once again we are calling upon all those countries to generously cooperate 
with our people, under the new circumstances following the victory of the Islamic Revolution, 
in the process of the establishment of peace and security and the reconstruction of our war- 
stricken country. 



Rabbani's refusal to quit 
further complicates 
situation 

From Rahimuilah Yusufzal 

PESHAWAR: President Rabbani's 
decision not to step down in June 
despite iiis earlier pledge to do so in 
peace agreements signed in Islam- 
abad and Jalalabad has added to the 
confused situation in Afghanistan 
and provided his rivals yet another 
excuse to continue fighting against 
his government. 

Rabbani's two-year term as Pres- 
ident, secured by him as a result of 
the controversial Shura Hal-o-Aqd 
comprising his handpicked men, 
would end in coming December. 
However, he had agreed to shorten 
his term to 18 months in line with 
the Pakistan-brokered Islamabad 
accord in March 1993, which was 
endorsed subsequently in meetings 
in Tehran and in the Khana Ka'aba 
and through another peace pact in 
Jalalabad in May the same year. 

The Rabbani government has 
now made it clear that the President 
was under no obligation to quit pre- 
maturely in June this year under the 
terms of agreements which were 
not fully implemented and hon- 
oured by rival Afghan leaders like 
Prime Minister Gulbaddin Hikmat- 
yar. Rabbani's spokesman, Aziz 
Murad, argued that continued fight- 
ing and Hikmatyar's inability to 
hold general elections and fulfil liis 
other commitments meant that the 
President was not required to ad- 
here to liis pledge. 

The announcement has drawn 
criticism from miyahideen groups 

ranging from Hikmatyar's Hezb-i-Is- 
lanu to Pir Gillani's NIFA. A Hezb-i- 
Islami spokesman, Mangal Hussain, 
had rejected Rabbani's claim and 
repeated his party's demand that he 
quit immediately to pave the way 
for an interim government. He had 
also blamed Rabbani as the root- 
cause of the bloodshed and de- 
struction in Afghanistan. 

In an interview with BBC Pashto 
Service on Wednesday night, Pir 
Gillani outrightly r^ected Rabbani's 
claim and declared that his party 
would oppose the move through po- 
litical means. He argued that Rab- 
bani cannot go back on pledges 
made in Islamabad, Mekkah and 
Jalalabad. 

The Rabbani government deci- 
sion explains its growing confi- 
dence to sustain itself in power 
even in the face of a stiff challenge 
by Hikmatyar and his new-found 
ally, Gen Rasheed Dostum. In fact, 



it amounts to a challenge to the 
anti-Rabbani forces to try and oust 
him. Certain Afghan groups were 
hoping that Rabbani would step 
dov\Ti by nnd-June to pave the way 
for yet another peace agreement on 
power-sharing. Hikmatyar and Dos- 
tum, after their failure to topple the 
Rabbani government in their almost 
four-month old battles in and 



around Kabul, were also anxious to 
see the back of President Rabbani 
by June. A face-saving formula 
could have nursed the ego of most 
Mghan combatants. 

In the absence of any flexibility 
in the stance of the warring Afghan 
factions, there is every likeliliood of 
escalation in fighting if Rabbani in- 
sists on staying on as President till 



December. Moreover, the reluctance 
of the neighbouring and other infiu- 
ential countries to effect a ceasefire 
and a working agreement between 
the Afghan combatants explains the 
risks involved in pursuing peace ef- 
forts in war-ravaged Afghanistan. 
Islamabad, Tehran and Riyadh after 
brokering peace accords which 
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From the "Co-ordination Council of the Islamic Revolution of Afghanist 



an 



Hizb-e Islami of G. ffetoatvar. Mov ement of Dostum. Mr. Muiaddedi with the svmnath v of 
Wahdat (Shi'a) Party. (Feb. 8. 1994)^ ^ ' 

In order to put an end to the ongoing fighting and bloodshed, and restore law and order 
in the countr>'. the Co-ordination Council of the Islamic Revolution of Afghanistan deems the 
following steps as necessary solutions to the present problems and the ongoing political impasse. 

1. The resignation of President Rabbani, and Prime Minister Hekmatyar concurrently 

Canital nt?^^*!^ f ^'^'"^ ^" ^^'^ ^^^^^^^ away from the 

Capital City of KaW, md tbelri^ite stationing in the miUtary bases and barrackl 

3. Foto*feg^the coacM^ Wm^M tm%m, M responsibility for the security 
and administration of Kabul is to be traflite^ JilMi eo^ tlf Ciittl Wovince. 

4. The Jitodi Cai^^ Prov^ '^ditiBlfeityt&t»f t^^ from e^it efty- 

district. 

5. An Interim Government, replacing the Government of President Rabbani should be 
fonned in the period of fifteen ^ys. The President and the Cabinet are to be elected in six 
months time,consisting of individuals acceptable to all the Mujahideen Parties, and who do not 
have a partisan association. The members of the Interim Go\^erBiaettt should not use their status 
tor gaining personal political influence. 

6. The process of the formation of the Interim Government, shall be supervised by the 
representatives from the United Nations, from the brotherly nations of Iran, Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia and Turkey. 

7. A great Council (Shura) should be formed, representing the views and wishes of the 
Nations shall be acting M an'%tami^ fa«iiMW,1hiring the' a^fty (^th# Interim Government. 

The Islamic Shura should be formed in the following manner: 

A) The Jihadi Council of each Province shall send two persons as its representative to 
the Islamic Shuim. 

Rl .d&rti l^pi^kldeeQ ^«a!^»f ifj|^(i^);^all send two persons as its reprmeuMtti've w 
the ^lamic Shuna. - i 

C) T^^ferff fi^jJ^ from among the educated community, i.e. academic personalities and 
those with technical knowledge, both from inside and outside of Afghanistan, are to be elected. 
During the election of these personalities the problem of our brothers residing in Central 
Afghanistan should be taken into account. 

8 Each Mujahideen Parly shaU appoint ten of their best personaHties, considered 
trustworthy, to co-operate with the abov^^w^Mtoacd^S^^iW C^imission of the brotherly 
nations of Iran, Pakistan, Sl^ A^iiw^^ fwfl^- - 

9. «ie ^MK^ttiives and personalties submitted, those who have all- 

sided s^«^«iii coi»b^«psiji^ile^v tfee Afgto|i,Society in the §hwf, ^should be 

elected. 

10. The mission of the Interim Government to replace President Rabbam's Government 

shall have a duration of six months ^ 

11. The Interim Government in which no members of the Mujahideen party shall have 
participation,and (itriag^^^te ofi^i^«i» «WI carry out the foltowiog taste 

A) The holding of elections. (Members of the Interim 
Government themselves '^yM'mWmM^m)* 

B) The formation of an deleted W&^i ^Ni^estt^Bt. 

C) And finally, formation of an Isiiife 




Hekmatyar 




Dostam 

WW 




Muj added! 



were never implemented have ap- 
parently adopted a wait-and-see ap- 
proach. 

Meanwhile, the UN peace mis- 
sion led by Mahmoud Mestiri has 
completed its third visit to 
AfghaiMan. TM mission spent five 
days in Afghanistan and visiTed 
Mazar-i-Sharif, Herat and Bamian. It 
was sclieduled to fly back to Islam- 
abad on Wednesday. 



NEWS (Pakistan) 
4/21 
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REPORT ON A VISIT TO JALALABAD, March 10-11, 1994 



Members of group: Dr. Finn Sommer, visiting Pediatric Consultant from Aker 

Hospital, Oslo; Ehsan, Norwegian Refugee Council/ Norwegian 
Church Aid; Nancy Hatch Dupree, ARIC/ACBAR, 

Torkham - 10 March ; The officer in charge at Torkham refused to allow the NRC/NCA 
vehicle to pass the barrier because the road permit had expired. Request for exten- 
sion had been submitted some 2 weeks previously, without result. We were told we 
could pass the barrier & that there was "plenty of transport on the other side 
going to Jalalabad." On learning that there was a doctor with us, however, the 
officer permitted us to proceed. Some 100 empty lorries were lined up on the Afghan 
side waiting to cross. The crowd of pedestrians at the barrier was large but 
orderly. The Afghan escort who joined us at Torkham was given return fare Jalala- 
bad to Torkham only. 

Hesar Shahi (Sarshahi in UN documents) : Located on a vast stony desert just east 
of Surkh Diwal Pass: Estimated population: 80,000. Rate of new arrivals averaging 
about 2,000/day. UNOCHA has assumed overall responsibility for provision & dis- 
tribution of assistance; the boards of numerous NGOs attest to a high level of 
cooperation. 

There were lines of handsome beige & navy blue tents on the south side of the road. 
UN personnel at UNICEF later told us they were disturbed by this development as 
the new settlement was not under their management. The tents had been put up by 
"some NGO" - not then identified, but suspected to be from some Arab organization. 
The Shura had given permission although this was contrary to the agreement that new 
tentage should be cleared with the UN. 

Most distressing were the hundreds of just-arrived family groups camping by the 
roadside with their pitifully small bundles of belongings. They were still in the 
same position the next morning. How many nights they would have to spend without 
shelter was unknown. 

Because of the shortage of tents, recent arrivals are issued blue plastic sheeting 
& 5 poles as soon as possible. During our visit, however, several loads of tents 
were being distributed for the first time in a long interval. There were large 
crowds at the distribution points, but no chaos. 

Food distribution was also in progress, again with no chaos. There are numerous 
small "shops" selling sundries, some fruit & sweets. Firewood is sold on the 
periphery. Even the scraggly roadside trees in Surkh Diwal have been cut down. 
Water carriers were constantly passing but this will contiiajue to be ever more of 
a problem as temperatures rise. Water has been found, but at a very great depth 
(130 meters?) & in insufficient quantity.... 

The clinics we visited were active but not overly crowded. Personnel is recruited 
from camp residents. They appear to be capable & well-motivated. Dr. Sommer was 
given a list of medicines in short supply, including contraceptives. There 
were many Kabul families; some in good spirits while others asked if there were 
some way they could receive assistance to return to Kabul. It is obvious that 
rumors circulating in Kabul present an overly optimistic picture of conditions & 
benefits to be derived from the assistance available in Jalalabad. 

Pre-teen & teenage children, particularly girls, were concerned about their school- 
ing. They had completed 5th & 6th grades & were looking forward to entering the 
next grade which, they had been told, would be provided. UN personnel indicated 
that although the possibility had been considered, it had been rejected. 

There are also a great number of obviously non-urban residents not from Kabul. When 
asked, manydidnot hesitate to say they are from the Jalalabad area. 
The tented areas are neat & free of refuse. Public latrines, in units of 3, are 
located at strategic locations. Extended families have pitched tents in blocks of 
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four surrounding a common central area. Many families have packed down the earth 
in front to form a forecourt bordered by a 2-stone high parapet. A few have 
already planted trees near their tents. Increasing numbers have erected reed walls 
...to maintain a modicum of privacy. The use of reeds in this manner is typical 
for the area. At the older Samar Khel camp, tents are almost invisible behind 
similar reed walls... 

Jalalabad; The bazaar was extremely crowded. There was no sense of tension, how- 
ever, as everyone was in a holiday mood in anticipation of the upcoming end of 
Ramazan. Many sidewalk vendors were selling what were reputed to be "looted" goods 
from Kabul... Efforts to visit hospitals were not very successful since it was 
just before Eid & only skeleton staffs were on duty. We did, however, spend a 
considerable amount of time at the Children's Hospital. Dr. Sommers was generally 
impressed with the treatment being administered. He was particularly pleased to 
find simpler drugs in use in preference to those too often prescribed in the West. 

Torkham, 11 March: Not many vehicles were waiting to cross, but tens of lorries 
filled with sugar cane were headed for Jalalabad. We had no problems. The crowd of 
pedestrians, however, was much larger & more restive. Guards with sticks were 
lashing out at groups, including women & children. We were told that similar dis- 
turbances the previous afternoon had been quite serious. Numbers of NGO personnel 
had been caught in the lashings & forced to return to Jalalabad. As we were 
completing the passport formalities, large numbers were let through the barrier 
for Eid. 

Nancy Hatch Dupree 
Peshawar 



From "A Night with No Dawn" by Anwar Iqbal in NEWSLINE (Pakistan), February 1994: 



Jalalabad, January, 1994... ^-^^ _ 

recently declared a safe haven by the war- 
ring Afghan factions - appears calmer 
than other Afghan towns. 

The summer palace of former King 
Zahir Shah has also been repaired and is 
now used by Nangarhar's governor Abdul 
Qadeer. It was outside this palace last 
year that his soldiers killed Shomali Khan, 
commander of Kabul's peace force. But 
tales of Jalalabad are no more gory than 
those of other Afghan cities. 

However, the place to watch now is 
Sarshahi camp outside the city where 
refugees fleeing from the combined wrath 
of Hekmatyar and Rabbani are settled. 
Pakistan has provided tents, blankets, 
food and medicine for the camp. So has 
the United Nations. The camp plays a 
pivotal role because it is here that two 
outside forces - Pakistan and the United 
Nations - want to create a safe dwelling 
for the refugees. The idea is to encourage 

the refugees to settle here rather than 
move across the border to Pakistan. 

But Sarshahi is no heaven. In 
winter it is a cold and cruel place 
with no neighbours in sight except 
jackals. There is no water. UN 



workers bring in water from . 
Jalalabad on tmcks and give one or 
two buckets to each family of seven 
to ten members. 

Although the 65,000 refugees liv- 
ing here face shprtages of water, 
food and medicine, it is not the lack 
of these commcxiities alone that wor- 
ries them. The cause of their suffer- 
ing lies deeper. 

They have left behind the city 
they loved - Kabul - and have noth- 
ing to look forward to except the 
barbed wire barricades that the 
Pakistani guards have erected 
around the border. Mired between a 
bleak future and a painful past, they 
have nowhere to go. 

"They don't want to live in 
Jalalabad with the same fundamen- 
talists they have escaped from," says 
Naseema Barreen, a leader of the 
Revolutionary Afghan Women's 
Association. But when the refugees are 
asked to comment on such statements 
they either remain silent or give answers 
that they believe are politically correct, 
such as "We are among our brothers." 
However, a little probing brings out 



their true feelings. "Najibullah was a com- 
munist but he was far better than these 
mujahideen," says a woman refugee. 
"When they first came to Kabul they 
promised to protect women but now they 
are raping the same women they had 
vowed to protect." Most of the daring 
ones who speak out refuse to disclose 
their names and places of origin. "Of 
course we are afraid," said a man, adding 
that if the mujahideen in Kabul found out 
"they will kill the relatives we have left 
behind." 

Fear is the dominant feeling in the 
camp - fear of the past and the future, of 
the fighters left behind in Kabul and of 
those still hanging around. The fear is so 
strong that even a woman who left 
behind the body of her daughter, 
wrapped in a blanket, refuses to condemn 
those who killed her. 

"How would I know who killed her?" 
she said. "A rocket hit our home as we 
were leaving and she died. It was the will 
of God." 

Shamaq refugee camp, northern 
Afghanistan... 

The Kabul refugees at this northern 
camp are more outspoken than those at 
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Jalalabad in condemning the miijahideen. 

"What have they gi\'cii us - no work, 
no f(X)d, no peace," says Qadam Shah, a 
refugee from Kabul's Bagh-i-Babar who 
has taken refugee in this Ismaili 
stronghold. 

The Ismailis, who conirol llie town of 
Pul-i-Khumri, have maintained a clever 
neutrality throughout the AlglKin war. 
Since the days of Taraki, they have allied 
themselves with those in power but are 
quick to ditch their allies as soon as they 
get into trouble. 

lake Dostum, Ful-i-Khumri's comman- 
der. General Nadiri, was a close conficiant 
of Najibullah but when he realised the 
president no longer had any real power, 
he switched over to the miijahideen. But 
following Dostum's example, he did not 
Interfere in the internal feuds of the 
nuijahideen. 

While the mujahideen were busy 
killing each other, the.se former commu- 
ni.st commanders in the north were piling 
up weapons and building up their armies. 
Now Nadiri has complete command over 
Pul-i-Khumri and no mujahideen cam- 
mander appears strong enough to wrest 
control from him. 

Protected by his guns, Kabuhrefugees 
at the Shamaq camp feel at ease despite 
their mi.serable living conditions. But 
their freedom is limited: they are free to 
criticise the mujahideen but not Nadiri or 
his commanders. 

However, the refugees, mostly Shiites, 
make no .secret of their admiration for 
Najibullah. "He was better because dur- 
ing his time the situation was not as bad 
as it is now," says Rozaman, a woman 
refugee from Bomayan who was living 
with relatives from Kabul. 

"When Najib was in power, I had my 
own hou.se," .says Shujauddin, another 
refugee. "Now I have nothing, not even 
plastic sheets to fight against the 
(Siberian) wind. I have a child, paralysed 
when a rocket hit our home in Kabul. I 
need medicine, 1 need heating to keep 
him warm, but all I haveare a few plastic 
sheets given by the United Nations. 
When Najib was in power, I hated him. I 
know he was no angel, but believe me, 
he was better than these mujahideen. "■ 

Newsline February 1994 



From "Rebels Without A Caase" 
by Anwar Iqbal in NEWSLINE: 



As Hekmatyar and Rabbani fight it out 
for Kabul, most of Afghanistan's 28 
provinces enjoy comparative peace. 
Despite the fact that the war has plunged 
the country into total administrative chaos 
with none of the eight major parties hav- 
ing any say except in small pockets, the 
power structure in the provinces has 
more or less crystallised. 

At some places, such as Nangarhar, 
joint shooras or consultative councils of 
local commanders and mujahideen lead- 
ers have formed coalition governments 
that mie without any interference or c(;n- 
trol from Kabul. In other areas, such as 
Herat and Kandahar, one nuijahideen 
party wields greater influence than the 
others. In the former, Ismail Khan, a com- 
mander loyal to Rabbani. holds sway. 

Gul Agha, a commander loyal to Pir 
Gailani of the National Islamic Front of 
Afghanistan, was elected governor of 
Kandahar after the mujahideen victory but 
has lost control over the province since 
then. Several d(«en commanders have 
now divided the province among them- 
selves, including Mulla Rocketi who con- 
trols Spin Buldak, the Afghan town near- 
est to Chaman in Balochistan. 

Mulla Rocketi first achieved notoriety 
when he abducted three European diplo- 
mats last year. A team of Chinese engi- 
neers diat he kidnapped from Balochistan 
several months ago is still being held by 
him; both the Pakistani and Afghan gov- 
ernments have .so far failed to secure their 
relea.se. 

Northern Afghani.stan, however, with 
Its different ethnic composition, is another 
story. Most people living here are non- 
Pashtuns - Tajiks, Uzbek, Ismailis, etc. 
Unlike the re.st of the country, supporters 
of the old Parchani faction of the former 
pro-Moscow Watan party have, with the 
help of local mujahideen commanders, 
retained indirect control of the area. 

Rasheed Dostum, former head of 
Najibullah's Gilamjan militia, heads this 
strange alliance. He claims to control 
eight northern provinces, including Balkh 
and Jozjan where his air force is ba.sed. 

Dostum's ferocious brigade of soldiers 
earned the title of Gilamjan or carpet- 
snatchers for their practice of looting 
' homes of everything, including carpets, 
dunng their raids. 

A semi-educated man, Dostum has 



maintained his grip over northern 
Afghanistan with a rare combination^f 
diploinacy and ruthlessness. For over, 
two years he maintained cordial reiatiora- 
with Rabbani and his legendary coumBa- 
der, Ahmad Shah Masoud, and helped ^ 
them defend Kabul against HebmiQsa- ' 
But when he saw no further benefit in v. 
helping Rabbani, Dostum wasted nottair 
in switching his support to Hekmatyar I: • 
whom he once descfibed as "the greaiest 
threat to peace in the region." 

Although only a provincial leader/ • 
Dostum has established himself as thede 
facto ruler of northern Afghanistan andb-. 
recogni.sed as such by other commanders' 
in his area, such as the Ismaili mili& coift- 
mander General Nadiri who controk the 
town of Pul-i-Khumri near Dostum's 
stronghold of Mazar-i-Sharif. Dostum has 
also maintained his links with the fcwraeit, 
Soviet Republics even after the colbp^CTof 
the Soviet Union - a policy that k»ai«o. ^ 
paid off. Neighbouring UzbekistM tO^:- 
plies electricity to Mazar-i-Sharif and 
claims Rabbani, the republic is also,pror " 
viding Dostum with aircraft to bomb • ' 
Kabul. 

The diplomatic Dostum has cordial 
relations with both Saudi Arabia andte 
adversary, Iran. Despite his close assoda- 
tion with the Afghan communists in the 
past, Dostum has also kept open the lines 
of communication with Islaimbad. One 
of his representatives, General skmady 
was among the group of Afghan 
mujahideen leaders who met foreign 
ister Sardar Assef and the French, US, 
British, $audi and Russian ambassadors in 
Islamabad recently. 

From Islamabad the group proceedfsd 
to Tehran and Riyadh to convince the two 
governments that Rabbani was a spent 
force and that if they wanted to retain 
their influence in a future set-up, they 
should supp6it the new force, the 
supreme coordination council, which. • 
includes Hekmatyar, Dostum, the Shiite- 
Hezb-i-Wahdat party and the first 
mujahideen president, Sibghatullah 
Mojaddedi. These dijalomatic efforts stem 
from a realisation that a total military, 
victory is not possible, at least not in tte 
near future. Given this fact, the ami- ' : 
Rabbani is trying to isolate Rabbani, bc^ »^ 
militarily and diplomatically, to force ^ » 
to quit. H 

Newsline February 1994 
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Items from the FOREIGN 

LD2002205994 Kabul Radio Afghanistan Network in 
Pashto 1530 GMT 20 Feb 94 

Cabinet Commission's Peace Plans 

[Text] A meeting of the cabinet was chaired today by 
Esteemed Deputy Prime Minister Mawlawi Mohammad 
Arsalan Rahmani. At the meeting, the current situations 
in the country were discussed. 

The press department of the Prime Ministry told the 
Bakhtar Information Agency that [word indistinct] Plan- 
ning Minister Hojjat-ol-Eslam Seyyed Mohamad 'Ali 
Javid read out a draft plan that has been prepared by an 
appointed commission concerning the solution of the 
problems of war, the maintenance of a lasting peace, and 
the formation of a new political order. The meeting 
approved the draft for a final solution, and it was 
decided that — in understanding with other Muslim and 
rightful parties— this draft was to be even more enriched 
and complete. 

The following is a brief outline of this plan: [passage 
indistinct] The cabinet, as the highest executive body of 
the country, gives the right to itself to be in front on the 
path of strengthening peace in Afghanistan and to coor- 
dinate all Islamic plans and efforts that are in process in 
this regard, [passage indistinct] as follows: 

1. The solution of internecine problems and armed 
clashes between the jihadi formations of Afghanistan 
and the opposition side [as heard] through talks and 
negotiations in consideration of the observation of the 
Jalalabad agreements. 

2. The formation of a constituent council numbering 60 
to 100 members — including Afghan scholars, jihadi for- 
mations, political, social, and Muslim personalities — to 
prepare for a great national council, the Loya Jerga. This 
council [passage indistinct] so that personalities under- 
standing our religious and national values — as far as 
possible— can come together representing various strau 
and circles in the country to determine the political 
destiny of this country, which has been soaked in their 
blood. 

4. [number as received]. It is necessary that the repre- 
sentatives of Afghanistan's administrative units be 
appointed in proportion to their population. 

5. In order to obtain [word indistinct], it is necessary that 
the representatives of the United Nations and of the ICO 
[Islamic Conference Organization] observe the work and 
the formation of the Council. 

6. In order to avoid an administrative vacuum, it deems 
necessary that the Islamic State of Afghanistan continue 
its work until the end of its term in keeping with the 
decisions of Shura-e Ahl-e Hal wa Aqd [Solution and 
Settlement Council] and that of the Jalalabad agree- 
ments. 

7. It is necessary to choose a number of [words indis- 
tinct] from members of the Islamic Loya Jerga as mem- 
bers of the country's parhament [words indistinct]. 

8. The aforementioned Jerga is to appoint the country's 
future leadership and parliament. 

9. This plan is to be implemented within the next five 
months. 

1 0. This Loya Jerga is similar to the council that has been 
recorded in the Feqh books [Islamic law] as Shura-e Hal 
wa Aqd. The cabinet and the relevant commission ask all 
scholars and [words indistinct] of the country to even 
further enrich this draft through their written and verbal 
views and proposals. FBIS-NES-94^35 

22 Febmary 1994 
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Rabbani Declares Readiness To Accept Cease-Fire 

BK0204 133794 Hong Kong AFP in English 1322 GMT 
2 Apr 94 

[By Terence White] 

[Text] KABUL, April 2 (AFP>— Emerging from a lunch- 
time meeting with United Nations special envoy 
Mahmud Al-Mestiri Saturday, Afghan President Borha- 
noddin Rabbani declared his committment to a perma- 
nent ceasefire in Kabul. 

"We are ready to accept a permanent and unconditional 
ceasefire," Rabbani told journalists at the Presidential 
Palace. 

Rabbani added he hoped the "other side'' would follow 
his lead on the ceasefire, stop their bombardment of the 
city, and open the highways for free passage of relief food 
supplies to Kabul. 

Just before Rabbani emerged from lunch with Mestiri 
three artillery rounds crashed into the neighbourhood, 
but apart from this there was an unusual but welcome 
calm in the capital. 

Mestiri heads a UN delegation which will spend three 
days in the capital talking to Afghan leaders in a bid to 
end the current three- month long factional fighting 
which has killed and wounded more than 15,000, driven 
hundreds of thousands from their homes and destroyed 
vast tracts of the city. 

Rabbani's chief rival Prime Minister Golboddin Hek- 
matyar has demanded the president's resignation as a 
precondition for a negotiated peace settlement but Mes- 
tiri said he did not discuss this with Rabbani. 

"This point was not included in our negotiations," 
Mestiri told AFP. 

Mestiri's departure from the Presidential Palace was 
blocked by a small group of placard-waving children 
demonstrating for peace. 

Exitmg from his limousine Mestiri spoke with two young 
Afghan girls who handed him their written demands. 

"I know all the children in Afghanistan want peace," 
Mcstm said, before driving off to the Intercontinental 
Hotel for his next meeting, with provincial peace dele- 
gation leader Jallaloddin Haqani. 

The pistol-packing Haqani said all sides in the factional 
fight mg had agreed on the point that the military option 
WIS null and void. 

However, 200 kilometres (120 miles) north of Kabul 
fightmg raged between the forces of Rabbani's com- 
mander-in-chief, former defence minister Ahmad Shah 
Mas'ud, and Hekmatyar's military ally, Uzbek warlord 
General Abdol Rashid Dostam. 

The fighting is around Dostam-occupied Qelagai, where 
massive amounts of ammunition and large numbers of 
Masood troops are being trucked daily in preparation for 
an attack against the strategic centre of Pul-e Khumri, 
half an hour's drive further north. 

UN sources said there was a possibility that observers 
might be sent to Kabul to monitor the situation but ruled 
out the military role of Blue Helmets as peace-makers. 

FBIS-NES-94-064 
4 April 1994 



f^om the Mdisttmi 

Spring - . -.--md thmm are 
faint signs of hope. The 
UN Peace Mission has heard 
innumerable views on what 
the Afghans want & has 
received a number of pro- 
posals on how. j|h|# f^^fe 

tell us that the head of 
the delegation. Ambassador 
Mestiri, at least listens. 
The Mission is scheduled 
to present its findings to 
the 1M at the end of June. 
We sincerelf ^^iB+ihiit 
soffie$;^$igr'#iiijl#s^ : of , , . 
this latest effort. 

Peace Mission - and the ob- 
vious need for it - in this 
issue. Once again we 
caution readers: we print 
what we receive; whether you 
believe it or not is up to 
you. fi^'t forget 'td' - 
the isource. 



Our continued thanks to all of 
you who sent us information. 

Keepr- It -tip. fm-^mtmwttit 

the next issue is July 1. 
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TRIBAL TREASURES: CARPETS & JEt^LRY FR^ 
CENTRAL ASIA will be on display until ^ . 
September 11 at the Bruce Museum, 1 
Museum Drive, Greenwich, CT 06830-7100. ' 
The exhibition opens May 14. 



The Cent#f. im WtM^^rM-vQmtisml^^Am 
the Harripan Institute & the Middle East 
Institute of Columbia University will 
hold a CONFERENCE ON THE RESOLUTION OF 
THE CONFLICT IN TAJIKISTAN from June 9-11, 
For information write the Center for the 
Study of Central Asia, 1129 Int'l Affairs 
Bldg., 420 •■W#itsl|.^fe.-ftw:ir-l«i? Mm%%.m 
10027. 



An AFGHAN REUNION was originally set up ' 
to celebrate the 30th anniversary of 
Peace Corps Volunteers Group 4 in Af- 
ghanistan. However, the reunion has 
grown so all ex-PCVs, diplomats, AID 
workers, Afgliaa eounterparts, etc., are 
welcome. IWlPittWities will^ta;ke 
place the weekend of August 12-14 at 
The Old Tavern, Grafton, Vermont 05146. 
Reservations should be made directly with 
The Old Tavern* 800-843-1801 or 802 - 
843-2231. The booking code is "Afghan." 
For further information, write Len 
Oppenheim, P.O. Box 181, Locust, NJ 

The World Music Institute plans a concert 
of VOCAL MUSIC OF AFGHANISTAN with USTAD 
EFTAF HUSSAIN KHAN in its 1994/95 season, ,.. 
Watch the FORUM for further details. 




Some objects from 
Afghanistan are on 
display in the new 
Florence & Herbert 
Irving Galleries of 

opened last mon^ iiftfc ^^v. 
New York City's 
METROPOLITAN MUSEUM 
OF ART. 
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Kabul Residents Endure Siege 
by Factional Muslim Fighters 



By IAN MACWILLIAM 

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 

KABUL— Another mortaf round 
crashed among the jumbled houses 
of the old city, exploded with a 
bone -jarring crack and threw up a doud of 
dust and smoke. A stream of people hurried 
out of the warren of old bazaars and dashed 
across a bridge over the filthy Kabul River, 
crouching low to avoid shrapnel and stray 
bullets. The bundled figures carried sacks 
or pushed carts of possessions they had 
managed to salvage. 

Machine-gun fire rattled from the crum- 
bling medieval walls of the Bala Hissar 
fortress that sits on a ridge overlooking the 
shattered buildings of the old city, A fire 
ignited by an explosion in the morning 
blazed uncontrollably, spreading through 
shops in the bazaar area and sending a 
column of black smoke into the clear air 
beside the minaret and battered red dome 
of Kabul's main mosque. 

The Afghan capital is at war again. Since 
New Year's Day, fighting has raged in 
Kabul as the combined forces of two of 
Afghanistan's most ruthless warlords have 
tried to drive the current ine^ective gov- 
ernment from pow^r. 

The Afghan war, fueled by Soviet, U.S. 
and later Arab-supplied weapons, is one 
bloody struggle the world would rather 
forget. Most people believe that it should 
have ended two years ago, when PreWaint 
NajibuUah fled and his Soviet-backed gov- 
ernment in Kabul collapsed. 

The fighting has not ended because of a 
power struggle between rival leaders of 
the Islamic moujahedeen, or "Holy War- 
riors," which broke out as they marched in 
to take control of Kabul in the spring of 
1992, after a 13 -year struggle against 
Soviet troops and their Afghan proteges. 
This power struggle has led to three s 
previous bouts of severe %tttif% M tim 
capital, reducing large areas to rubble. 

As fighting eonfinued in the oM city and 
along the Kabul River, which now 
forms the front line between government 
and rebel forces in the midst of the city, a 
^ steady flow of wounded arrived at Jumhu- 
riyat Hospital. This is in the center of the 
city, near Chicken Street, once the hangout 
of Western M^^pto and ctrpe* deM«^ In 
the more carefree days before the war. 

As the crash of shells repeatedly shook 
the hospital aWi tattled the windows, a 
horn blared and a jeep roared into the 
compound. Two young boys, butcher's 
assistants from the old bazaar, were taken 
out, one unconscious, the second-^m^cing 
with pain, his clothes stained with blood. 

A third man lay on the floor of the jeep, 
his face a greenish hue in death and his 
jaws already tied jlil with a rag. The two 
boys were taken in on stretchers to have 
their wounds patched up, and the stretcher 



was wiped clean for the next patient. 

"The past few days have been quiet," 
said a French doctor of the volunteer 
group Medicins Sans Frontieres. "Today 
we're getting back to normal." 

Kabul is in its 12th week of fighting 
between the government of President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani and rebel forces of 
the former Communist militia leader Gen- 
eral Abdul Rashid Dostum, supported by 
the renegade prime minister Gtdbuddin 
Hekmatyar. 

Hekmatyar, an outspoken critic of the 
United States, has always presented him- 
self as the "purest" of the Islainist Itaders. 
His alliance with Dostimi, the most unre- 
pentant of the remnants of the former — g,.^ ovjuuj iv<toui area or 
CbnSfturiist government, hM serioti^ 1toe-Se, is not opUmistic that the fighUng 
damaged his credibility, however. Dostum, will st<^. He voices a general disenchant^ 
a powerful militia leader from the north of ment vrith President Rabbani, who took 
Afghanistan, precipitated the collapse of office in 1992 shortly after the moujahed- 
the former government in 1992, when he een takeover. 

suddenly turned his back on President "He has not provided security for any 
Najibullah in Kabul and joined the movia- part of Kabul," Gul Mohammed said "He 
hedeen in fighting against the govemmiht ^Sti^ M^"mMM reconstrucUon, but he 

The maneuvenng for military advan- says he is too busy fighting." 
tage the making and breaking of alliances, Life "for 'kabul residents was difficuil 
matters htUe to the civilians, the mam enough when there was no fighting. ^ 



near the eastern dty of Jalalabad. "All the 
leaders want is one thing— power. It hm 
nothing todo wtthiieligion, just power." 

The fighUng hasjceatered on the old ci^ 
and Microrayon. a once -fashionable So^ 
et-style residential area of half-finiahej 
high-rise ^i^mmm buildings and imm^ 
bile building cranes. 

President Rabbani's troops, led by thS 
popular moujahedeen commander Ahmiii 
Shah Massoud, control 1^ -mem ^ 
center of Kabul, whUe Dostum's and 
matyar's forces occupy the Bala HissvaSI 
the saisrttai^eni totmr of the &Xf. 

The south of Kabul, flattened in earUe# 
bouts of fighting, has been largely peaceful 
this time. It is under the control of yel* 
another faction, Hezbi Wm^, a party of 
ethnic Hazaras, who are Shia Muslims. The 
m^rity of Afghans are Sunni Muslims. 

Gul Mohammed, administrator of a hos- 
pital in the south Kabul area of ^ 



victims of IMs latest round &t'&^ AUaan 
power struggle. Few of them any l(»ger 
support any of the five factions that control 
various parts of Kabul. 

"Everyone hates these leaders," said ft 
middle-aged Kabul man whose house wat 
destroyed in the fighting. He now lives in a 
tent in a vast camp for Kabuli 



it has become unbearable. 

There was little electricity before, but ; 
there has been none at all since the;; 
fighting began, and many people are** 
wHhaut heating while snow covers the 
mdttftts^ sinr^ding the city. 
Suffici ent ibqd and fuel have baeome 



Hekmatyar Faction Blocks Aid Convoys tp |Uval 
Groups 

NCI 502203894 Paris AFP in English 1954 GMt 15 
Feb 94 

[Text] Islamabad, Feb 15 (AFP)-.The Hezb-c Eslami 
^am^ Party] faction of Afghan Prime Minister Gol- 
boddm Hetomiiyar has decided to block humanitarian 
aid convoys to parts of Kabul controUed l^ t^^o- 
nents, sources said Tuesday. 

Usfad Saeed [name as received], who represents the 
Hezb in Peshawar, Pakistan, said no convoy vmM he 
allowed "to travel to military bases," but three markets 
had been opened for civilians in those parts of the capital 
controlled by the faction or its allies. 
The decision to stop aid going to areas controlled by 
former defence minister Ahmed Shah Masood follows a 
wammg by the United Nations that some 200,000 
peope m the capital face famine after weeks of fighting. 
Saeed said the move came after accusations that ^0Ues 
recently brought in by an International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) convoy were distributed to Masood 
troops. 

The ICRC has denied the claim saying that the distribu- 
tion of supplies to the population remained at all times 
under its control. 

An ICRC convoy carrying medical supp^^i ttm^ 
away from Kabul Sunday and had to return to Jalalabad 
in the east, according to a journalist from the French 
newspaper, LE HGARO, who was tflvcUing with the 
convoy. 
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unaffordable for many people. A curfew is 
enforced after 10 p.m., but Kabul is like a 
city of the dead by sundown as no one 
dares leave home. 

The most frightening aspect of the 
fighting is its arbitrariness. Rockets and 
shells are fired mostly into the old city, 
Microrayon and the diplomatic and gov- 
ernment district around the Presidential 
Palace, but they can land anywhere. On 
one apparently quiet morning, several 
passersby were wounded when a rocket 
fell near the Bulgarian Embassy. 

The same morning, a young man stood 
crying on Chicken Street. "He's just heard 
that his mother has been killed by a mortar 

in Shor Bazaar," said a friend. Shor Bazaar, 
near the Bala Hissar fortress, has under- 
gone some of the heaviest shelling. 

During lulls in the fighting, panic- 
stricken men, women and children hurry 
from areas of fighting to relative safety 
elsewhere, pushing carts or carrying huge 
bundles of bedding and other household 
goods. The crack and boom of artillery is a 
constant background. 

More than 30,000 people have been 
displaced within the city. They are shelter- 
ing with relatives or in mosques and 
schools in safer parts of the city. 

Aerial bombardment by Dostum's jets 
adds another element of arbitrary death. 



One young man commented: "When you 
see jets flying over, you watch and wonder, 
will this one drop a bomb and kill me^ But 
what can you do? In the mountains you 
could always hide in a cave, but here there 
is nowhere to hide." 

Hundreds of thousands of people have 
fled altogether from Kabul, which was a 
city swollen by refugees to about 2 million 
people during the later stages of the 
anti-Soviet war. More than 60,000 of these 
have gone to Jalalabad, most hoping to 
continue to neighboring Pakistan, which 
harbored more than 3 million Afghan 
refugees during the war. 

About 1.5 million refugees still remain in 
Pakistan, but the government of Benazir 
Bhutto in Islamabad has decided that it 
does not want another wave from its 
war-torn neighbor. The border crossing at 
the Khyber Pass has been closed, and 
Afghans who hoped to go there have been 
forced to camp on a wind-swept gravel 
plain outside Jalalabad. 

International relief agencies are doing 
their best to provide tents, blankets, food 
and water for these wretched people, but 
new arrivals from the fighting in Kabul 
have often had to sleep in the open. 

Though Dostum lost ground in Kabul 
early in this round of fighting, the govern- 
ment has not ^naged to dislodge his 



tri^m^BSJTT^^^J'^'^' Mohammed 

fTghtlnl.'^^" not resign. So theJtS S 

fh! ? ^u^^^P'® •'^ must simply Srit 
their teeth and bear the pain ""^''^^ 
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The Afghan army loyal to 
President Burhanuddin Rabbani has 
driven its rivals out of four 
northeastern towns in fierce batUcs 
that killed at least 600 people in 
early March, according toamilitary 
commander. If the victories are 
confumed they would be a major 
boost to Rabbani whose forces are 
fighting soldiers loyal to former 
communist general Abdul-Rashid 
Dustom. "ij^i 



Map by Alain Marlgo from the latest issue of LES NOUVELLES d 'AFGHANISTAN 
• vers Tcharikar 
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Afghanistan; No End to War 



By John Ward Anderson 

a Pint Foreign Service 




HEIAT, Afghanistan 
ortars and eight-foot 
rockets mounted on cam- 
_ els. Commandos eating 
raw snakes. Afghan mujaheddin 
fighters toting Stin^ nassiles. 

There's nothing like a parade, 
and as if to prove it, the local war- 
lord here pulled out all the stops 
last week for a ma^ive procession 
marking the second anniversary of 
Liberation Day and the founding of 
^ Islamic Republic of Afghanistan. 

f here was "Sulin's Organ —t 
compact, lethal-looking rocket- 
launcher with four rows of 10 rock- 
ets stacked on top of one another. 
Hiere were IZtnm howitzers, tu- 
na surface-to-surface missiles with 
a range of 18 miles, SAM-7 surface- 
to-air missiles and thousands of sol- 
diers shouldering AK-4?^^Kiult ri- 
fles and marching Soviet-style with 
locked knees. 

And tire convener of the parade, 
fenail Khan, who octrois mm df 
western Afghanistan, is not even 
considered one of the top military 
heavyweights of this faction-torn 
country, which is entering the third 
year of a civil war that has cjan^ 
more than 10,000 lives. 

The extent of Khan's arsenal, 
most of it aging hardware left over 
from Afghanistan's 14-year war 
against the old Soviet Union and its 
Afghan protege regime, seemed to 
surprise a group of Westerners 
here on a U.N. peace mission. They 
saw a rare glimpse of western Af- 
ghanistan, and the stocks of arms in 
tte hands of local militias that have 
given the country a reputation as 
the world's biggest weapons baraar. 

Except for the local soccer team 
and two busloads of refugees bring- 
ing up the rear, the parade was a 
four-hour sampling of JChan's arse- 
nal, including a few dozen Soviet- 
built tanks, coiMit^dite v^les, 
armored personnel carriers, de- 
mining tanks and antiaircraft guns. 

Helicopter gunships, transport 
planes and training jets roared fmi- 
head in a deafening flyby. In front of 
the reviewing stand, members of a 
comn^do group cut the head off a 
live snake, skinned it with their ^ 
teeth and ate it. 
Thousands of people lined the pa- . ^ ^ 

A camel 



rade route, many clinging to trees 
or sittmg on roofs and fences. Wom- 
en, most of them wearing blue or 
black h$rqas that covered their en- 
tire bodies except for a mm 
for theu- mouths, were segregate 
on one si^e of the street, and men 
were amfined to the other. 

On a street away from' the pa- 
rade a busload of refugees from 
nabul, the bombed-out capital, their 
possessions tied to the roof and 
packed in boxes that fflfed most of 
the bus, hailed a visitor with a Lib- 
eration Day message. "America— 
Stmger. Iraq— cruise. Brezhnev— 
rat-tat-tat-tat-tat," one said, lifting 
his hands mto machine-gun pmkfm 
to enact how Afghans had repeHed 
then- Soviet aggressors. 

Liberation Day is celebrated here 
on April 18, the day m m2 that 
Herat declared the country's free- 
dom from the communist govern- 
ment of the former president 
known only as Najibullah, who had 

foS Tu S^^iets in 
lysb. The mujaheddin forced the 
ijoviet troops to withdraw in 1989 
and finally toppled Najibullah three 
years later. 

Since then, power-hungry muja- 
heddin groups have been gnpped by 
age-old ethnic, religious, pdlitit^l 
and tribal rivalries that have 
plunged Afghanistan mto a deadly 

<^ war, with most of the fighting 
centered ifomd Kabul. Herat a 
dusty desert aty of 500,000 oeoole 



about 75 miles from Iran, has seen 
virtually no fighting since Najibullah 
was ovratlff^sm. 

"You were the people who broke 
the Soviet Union and communism," 
Khan, 48, told the gathering from a 
reviewing i^d. "^ow again you 
are fighting a smaller enemy. Be 
vigilant, because they are killing our 

brothers and sisters in Kabul 

Don't let these ^laiiies destroy our 
hope." 

The crowd responded with thun- 
derous cries of "Allah-u-akbar!"— 
"God is great!" 

On a hillock just outside the city, 
men and women observed Libera- 
tion Day by praying at the Tomb of 
the Unknown Martyrs, a mass 
grave for an estimated 3,000 people 
who were executed by the local 
communist government in late 
1978, bef(M-e the Soviet invasion. 
The grave was uncovered ^towns- 
people on Liberation Day two years 
ago and is marked by a series of 
large glass boxes covering ditches 
that were dug to reveal the clutter 
of skulls, cloth and bones below the 
surface. 

Badt at tire parade, rows of in- 
jured mujaheddin, many missing 
arms and legs, hobbled down the 
street. Antiaircraft guns mounted in 
a fleet of Toyota pickup trucks and 
antitank vehicles rumbled by. Not 
an of the equipmaat was So\det- 
made. Six soldiers marched past 
carrying U.S.-bmlt, shoulder-ffred 
Stinger ci^es, about a tiiousand 




carried an e}ght-foot rocket in a Liberation 



nau S- . ANDERSON-THE WASHINGTON POST 

Day parade in Herat, A^anlstan, last «yeek. 
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of which were given to the muja- 
heddin in the finaJ years of the war 
^^Soviets. The CIA has ai- 

missiJes, fearing that they will fall 
into the hands of terrorists, but it 
has not been able to repurchase 
many. 

An Afghan aid worker said that 
the Liberation Day parade staged in 
the northern city of Mazar-i-Sharif 
last year by Gen. Abdurrashid Dos- 
tum, one of Afghanistan's most 
powerful warlords, mcluded Scud 
missiles and 24 Stingers. 

WM&'Ife^cfowd cheered enthusi- 
astically, It was also sobered by the 
continued strife in Kabul, where an 
estimated 1,500 people have been 
k^d since intense fighting broke 
out anew in January. 

"I think it's good to have these 
weapons for defense, but not to use 
against innocent people," said Fazal 
Ahmed, a radio officer with Khan's 
militia. "We should give the weap- 
ons to a national army and choose a 
gowmment through an election of 
thepe(^^ 

M.W4§Hiifiaai£Q |y..,i^^ 1994 



Afghanistan 

Holding the road 



KUNDUZ 



t>J^ 6^ A river isn^e 



THE Afghan government of President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani has at last had a 
success in the civil war. It has severely bat- 
tered the forces of its chief enemy, an alli- 
ance between an ex-communist and an Is- 
lamic extremist. And in doing so it has come 
close to breaking a blockade that threatened 
to starve the capital into submission. 

Despite peace agreements in 1992 and 
1993, fighting between the forces of Mr Rab- 
bani and his main enemy, the nominal 
prime minister Gulbuddin Hikmatyar, has 
continued off and on. Mr Rabbani's posi- 
tion began to look shakier than ever when 
Abdul Rashid Dostam, a former communist 
general, abandoned him on January 1st and 
joined up with Mr Hikmatyar. Mr Dostam, 
an Uzbek based fe '#«f noithern city of 
Mazar-i-Sharif, who gets support from Pres- 
ident Islam Karimov of Uzbekistan, con- 
trols the third most powerful force in the 
country. ^ s:;^; 

Mr Rabbani's forces, under Ahmad 
Shah Masoud, hero of the resistance against 
the Soviet occupatiah # Afghanistan, hdi 
off a fierce assault on the capital Kabul by 
the new allies in January. Having failed to 
capture the capital, Mr Dostam then moved 
bn to attack the tmtn of Kunduz. 

Kunduz is a crucial part of the supply 
route from Tajikistan to Kabul. The mu- 
jahideen guerrillas who run Kunduz have 
tried trt stay nnt nf fhp r]v\\ war T^^y h^y^ 



ISIMpjte allowed 
to transport food to Kabid 



ISLAMABAD: The federal govern- 
ment h;is decided tliat only tlie Inter 
Services Intelligence (ISO will be al- 
lowed to transport food trucks from 
Pakistan to Afghanistan and also that 
only Safron (State and Frontier Re- 
gion) wiy issue food permits. Tlie op- 
eratic9fi^iiW!tttl^ted only at the 
level of govefflments of the two coiin- 
tnes. 

Informed government sources 
said: A special committee meets, as 
and when required, to a.ssess the de- 
mand from Afghanistan and to de- 
cide, as and when possible, the sup- 
ply from Pakistan." This special 
committee, dealing exclusively with 
^Vghanistan, consists of senior offi- 
cials from the foreign ofTice and min- 
i^^M in^iior, ^iwittret'ttFi^ fi- 
nance. 

"From time to time they sit and 
study the demand and supply situa- 
tion. Out our govenunent has been 
sending supplies tlu-ee times more 
than what was initially agreed upon. 
In one case alone, aft Sgfewtwnt was 
for 30,000 metric toni\es only, but we 
sent iii 130,000 melnc tonnes," the 
source informed. 

There is deRmtely a rethinking as 
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far as dUferent aflpects«f-Pakistao:4.^mpt in-this respect a month ago, 

Afghan pdUcyUconcerflfro- ireaiut^mwawmbenvadfitorevlM 

"After all, the wheat and palm oil Uie TYansit Trade Agreement between 
that w<> swtl into Afghanistan, is, in tj\e two countries. This has been a 
fact, imported by us," maintain oui ..xgnstant demand from industrialists 
sources. Islamabad says, unlike the inside Pakistan who complain that 



past, it is making a conscious effort 
to treat Afghanistan and Pakistan as 
two separate states and gradually 
stop the 'relaxation' extended to the 
former in different aspects of rela- 
tions between the two. 

This is evident from different poli- 
cies that the Bhutto government has 
recently displayed. The first was to 
treat the border between the two 
countries as a 'real' one where now 
entry is by visas alone. Ail refugees 
are now encouraged to rehabilitate 
inside Jalalabad instead of entering 
Pakistan. Sick and wounded are an 
exception. "We want to have this 
leverage on Afghan authorities, so 
that they can start feeling the pres- 
sure of these displaced people. In the 
past, they would send their women 
and children across into Pakistan 
while they themselves kept on fight- 
ing," is the view of the PPP leader- 
sliip. 

Secondly, transit trade is more or- 
ganised and orderly with proper doc- 
umentation. FbUowing the initial at- 



many of the items that Afghanistan 
imports are only for the purpose of 
smuggling them back into Pakistan. 

"But the question at this point in 
time is who does one talk to inside 
Afghanistan?" Ask our sources. 

According to government and 
non-government sources in the 
NWFR after the Nawaz Sharif goven- 
ment gave the distribution of food 
permits to the province, it was the 
ANP and reportedly dose relatives of 
Nasim Wall Khan who eiyoyed all the 
perks and privileges that came with 
these permits. 

"Bilour has his own flour and ghee 
mills, so for him it was really a lucra- 
tive business," say our sourq^. 

In the past, the ANP ha^^lien 
issued these permits in the names of 
fake NGOs. 

Initially, the NGOs, which were 
doing construction work inside 
Afglumistan, had been given food per- 
mits only for their own use. Hiis led 
to a free-for-all policy in wWch fake 
NGOs were used by several parties. 
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Rabbani enjoys the fruits of victoiy 



even been fixing the local roads, paymg for 
the work by taxing passing traflSc. Mr Dos- 
tam's assault interrupted this peaceful 
work. Despite heavy losses, he managed to 
take the town. 

In early March, Mr Masoud called in re- 
inforcements, attacked the town and re- 
gained it. He was helped by the people with- 
in who fell on the Dostam soldiers, 
cornering and killing them in the back 
streets of the town. Corpses of Dostam men 
littered the streets several days later. The 
government claimed that 300 of the enemy 
had been killed. Last week they showed this 




correspondent 320 prisoners and said they 
had another 200. Losses on this scale are 
rare in the civil war. Before the defeat the 
Dostam forces in the ar^ amounted td per- 
haps 3,000 men. 

Since the Kunduz battle, government 
forces have pushed on into areas that Mr 
Dostam used to control. They have dis- 
lodged Mr Dostam's allies from posts along 
the only all-weather road that runs north- 
wards from Kabul through the Hindu Kush 
mountains. Mr Masoud's goal is to secure 
this supply route to die Tajikistan border at 
Sher Khan. The Tajik and Afghan govern- 
ments have signed trade agreements to al- 
low in food and fuel. But the Dostam- 
Hikmatyar alliance, having been thwarted 
in its efforts to seize Kabul, is doing its best 
to block the road. The power struggle in Af- 
ghanistan now centres on who controls this 
supply line 

•' THE ECONOMIST MAR.CH 26TH I994 



Who was behind 
the bus hijacking? 



Pervaiz Iqbai Cheema 





kidnapping? Undoubtedly, the situ- 
ation inside Afghanistan is complex 
and difficult. Reports emanating 
from Kabul reflect the miserable '« 
conditions ...confronting thej 

Afghans. But it is a well known fact 
that the continuous deterioration in 
. living conditions inside Kabul is the 
direct product of the Afghan's own 
inability to work out a feasible 
peace plan. Friendly neighbours 
like Pakistan have made repeated 
efforts to make the Afghan leader- 
ship realise the need for compro- 
mise. In addition, Pakistan has 
been regularly extending humani- 
tarian assistance to various warring 
Afghan factions. Truckloads of 
foodstuff and other essential goods 
*^re sometimes held up by those 
who control roads leading to 
Kabul. Wl\y should an ordinary 
Afghan who is longing for peace 
sabotage the peace efforts of a 
friendly neighbour? It does not 
make sense. Indeed there seems 
more to the incident than meets the 
eye. 

There exist convincing reasons 
for RAW to undertake such a ven- 
ture. Five reasons are being given 
below. 




he incident provoked 
strong reaction among 
both the Pakistanis as well 
ot much attention has -JL as the Afghans. Anti- 
ever been paid to RAW's Afghan feelings witnessed mercu- 
activities by our media, rial rise in Peshawar and proces- 
Compared to Pakistan, sions were taken out to condemn 
the Indian media never misses a the incident and demands were 
single opportunity to glorify the ac- made for the immediate expulsion 
complishments of the ISI. Even of the Afghans from Pakistani soil, 
when the ISI has not done anything a somewhat similar reaction was 
wrong and the Indian authorities also demonstrated by the Afghans 
are unable to comprehend the dy- following the killing of the three 
namlcs of certain law and order Afghan hyackers. 
problems, they tend to pin the Neither the kidnapping of the 
blame on the ISI. Invariably credit school bus for ransom nor the at- 
for most of troubles in India is gen- tack on the Pakistan embassy can 
erously given to the I5I, irrespec- be justified on rational grounds. 
Uve of the nature of the crisis and Admittedly, the struggle among var- 
the dynamics of the crisis situ^tiqi^_ contenders for power in 
Unlike their counterparts, the Afghanistan had made life rather 
Pakistani authorities rarely pay at- difficult for the ordinary people, 
tention to RAWs activities. Unless but the kidnapping of school chil- 
a positive proof is secured and dren in order to highlight the plight 
trouble spot happens to be inside of the Afghan people cannot be jus- 
our territory, the Pakistanis are un- tified, for kidnapping for ransom it- 
likely to look hard for the magical self is generally viewed as a 
role of the slippery foreign hand, heinous crime. Even more aston- 
Over the years, many crises devel- ishing was the fact that the Afghans 
oped (not necessarily on the Indo- deemed it fit to kidnap Pakistani 
Pak border or inside Pakistani ter- children disregarding what Pak- 
ritory) that were directly linked istan has done for the Afghans dur- 
with other neighbours in which the ing the 80s. 
role of the third party was too pro- Given the existing large reser- 
nounced to be ignored but Pakistan voirs of mutual goodwill between 
like a well mannered gentleman the Pakistanis and the Afghans, 
looked the other way. acts such as the one recently wit- 

One such crisis that firmly nessed can be justifiably viewed as 
points towards the role of a third an isolated action which must have 
party and contains sufficient cir- surprised many Afghans, 
cumstantial evidence to warrant at The reaction of some Pakistani 
least an analysis is the recent kid- leaders to the incident was surpris- 
napping' of a school bus by the ing. The recent debate in the Sen- 
Afghans. ' ate must have disappointed many 
On Feb. 20, 1994 a school bus While some viewed the whole inci- 
with 74 school children was kid- dent as stage-managed by the in- 
napped from Peshawar by three cumbent federal government, there 
Afghans who brought the bus to Is- were others who attempted to ac- 
lamabad. The Afghans hyackers de- cuse the interior minister for mur- 
miinded 2000 truckloads of food dering the hijackers. Some of these 
and 5 million dollars as ransom to allegations and interpretations 

free the children on board. In addi- could be the product of the exist- '^chpql ljus' tould further accelerate 
tion, the hy ackers also demanded a ing fierce political divide. But the the widening process as irrational 
'helicopter' to •'♦take'^^ them^ *'t6 * most surprising development was 
'^A^aiU^ Afi^fepg.hpiiK bf lori^ ^. the rocket attack on PakisUn re- 
unsuccessM negb&aiions Ivitli'th'e'" suiting in a fierce exchange of fire 
Afghan hyackers, the Pakistani au- between the Pakistan and Afghan 
thorities decided to undertake a border security forces, 
commando action. Consequently, While ahnost all reactive moves 
on Monday night (21st Feb.) the are somewhat understandable, the 
Pakistan army commandos reasons for the kidnapping of the 
stormed the Afghan embassy and school bus need some probing, 
rescued the hostages unharmed, Was kidnapping of the bus the only 
but during the action all the three way left to highlight the plight of 
hy ackers were killed. the Afghans in Kabul? Could a third 

party like RAW engineer such a 



t is a well known fact that 
RAW has been consistently en- 
gaged in destabilising Pak- 
istan. No opportunity has ever 
been missed to create chaos or to 
capitalise on the chaos that was 
the product of indigenous develop- 
ments. RAW trains, finances and 
arms the dissidents and at times 
looks after their logistical problems 
as well. RAW'S contribution in the 
problems of Sindh is too obvious to 
warrant any detailed discussion 
here. 

The second factor that coiild 
have motivated RAW to accelerate 
its activities through a third coun- 
try is the current high level of in- 
ternal political confrontation. More 
specifically the magnetic attraction 
must have emanated form the cur- 
rent state of affairs in the NWFR 
With the rapidly widening political 
gulf among the main political con- 
tenders for power in the NWFP, an 
act such as the kidnapping of a 



sympathies for the Afghans are 
known to have been expressed pe- 
riodically by certain sections of 
NWFP society. Indeed opinions ex- 
pressed in Senate's debate confirm 
this. 

A third factor that could have 
influenced the decision makers of 
RAW to opt for such a nefarious ac- 
tivity could be the badly tarnished 
image of the Indians for their 
human rights violations in Kashmir. 
Since India has increasingly been 



t)econiing jittery over its failure to 
counter Pakistan's admirable cam- 
paign to educate the world regard- 
ing human rights violations in - 
Kashmir, a terrorist act in the 
NWFP could pay two dividends. It 
could further widen the existing 
political divide creating grounds 
for future activities. It could also 
help divert attention from Kaslmur. 

The fourth factor that must 
have been given due consideration 
by RAW could be the desire to deny 
Pakistan fruits of the Afghan jehad. 
Until the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan and the subsequent 
Afghan jehad, the Pakistanis never 
really enjoyed normal relations 
with the Afghans. During the 
Afghan crisis, Pakistan extended all 
sorts of help ranging from simple 
training to the provision of sanctu- 
aries to the Afghan freedom fight- 
ers. In addition, Pakistan played 
host to and housed 3.5 million 
Afghan refugees, many of whom 
are yet to go back. The 80s wit- 
nessed a gradual transformation of 
two neighbours' relations from an- 
tagonism to extreme cordiality. 
Prior to the advent of the Afghan 
crisis, India enjoyed extremely 
good relations with successive 
Afghan governments. In many 
ways, the Afghan crisis completely 
eroded the cordiality of relation- 
ship that used to be the hallmark of 
Indo-Afghan ties. 

India was hoping that the ongo- 
ing civil war might entangle Pak- 
istan on the side of a particular fac- 
tion which, in turn, would enable 
Delhi to stage the much desired 
comeback on the side of the other. 
Since Pakistan has been extremely 
careful and has been scrupulously 
avoiding taking sides, the only op- 
portunity that could be capitalised 
on by RAW was deteriorating con- 
I ditions in Kabul. 

The fifth consideration that may 
have influenced RAW could be the 
hope ta get an opportunity to re-es- 
tablish ils old link with KHAD. The 
desperate plight of the Afghans 
must have attracted the attention 
of RAW agents to float the idea of 
highlighting these conditions 
through a terrorist act. 

The venue must have been se- 
lected by RAW for two reasons. 
First, the Afghans have no problem 
of logistics as far as Pakistan is 
concerned. Second, a sizable 
Afghan population already lives in 
Pakistan. A misunderstanding be- 
tween the two could have served 
RAW'S purposes. 

News (Pakistan) 3/7 



[RAW = Indian version 

of the CIA; ISI is 

the Pakistani counter 
part. Ed.] 



Pakistan's attitude towards 

Af ghamstan 



Zia-ul-Hasnain 

INCIDENCE OF hijacking a 
school bus from Peshawar on 
21st Feb, 1994 by three Afghan 
(terrorists) and subsequent 
attack on Pakistan Embassy in 
Kabul by a crow# of ^ftfghans has 
stunned not only Peshawarites 
but the entire nation. People are 
now turning against Afghans. If 
we do not change our foreign 
policy towards Afghanistan the 
insincere Afghans will give us 
nothing but terrorism, sabotages 
& even civO war. Looking at the 
history we find that they have 
never been loyal to us. 

Maulana Mohammad Ali Johar 
launched' i movement named 
"CalifTmovement", in 1919. Un- 
der this movement Muslims of 
the subcmicinent migrated to Af- 
ghanistan with great expecta- 
tions. But they were sent rack to 
their homeland by nationalist Af- , 
ghans. Later when Pakistan came 

into being as an independent and 
sovereign state, in the initial stage 
it was recognized by almost all of 
the Asian countries except Af- 
ghanistan. It was the only coun- 
try which did not recognize 
Pakistan but claimed that NWFP 
Province belongs to Afghanistan. 

Since 1980, when Afghan 
Mujahideen started fighting 
against Soviet invaders, uptu 
1989, Pakistan played a role of 
sandwich between the two super 
powers, f.e US & former '<(MWk. 
During that decade Pakistan 
suflered the hostile acts of Soviet 
& Afghan terrorists, drttg & 
kJashnikove culture, arms smug- 
gling, tension on either borders 
(i.e Pak-India & Pak-Afghan 
borders), and other economic 
problems. But in spite of these 
problems Pakistan did not with- 
draw her support for the cause of 
Afghan Jehad. , 

Even after tM" 'Withdrawal of 
Soviet troops from Afghanistan, 

Pakistan kept on supporting 
them. After the disintegration of 
Soviet states the lenient Paldstan 
foreijin policy towards Af- 
ghanistan appears to the follow- 
ing two objectives that is to CIS 
and having good relations with 
neighbour coun^jf striving for 
access to Afghanistan. 

While in Kabul having Misted 
Dr Najib, Afghan faction could 
merely form interim govern- 
ments. Which did not play even 
its required basic role instead they 
(Afghan factions) started fighting 
with each other, arc still fighting. 



The blood shed in Atghamstan 
seems to be endless and the 
problem is getting complicated 
day by day. Being an under deve- 
loped country Pakistan has been 
facing acute shortage of food 
since the beginning. Although 
during the last decade Pakistan 
has got foreign «wd for Afghan 
refugees, but n«w &fi:f4 h ftp 
direct financial assistance from 
any of the country. Entire burden 
of about 02 millions Afghan refu- 
gees is on Pakistan's weak shoul- 
ders. So Pakistan (especially 
NWFP) is in sevefre economic 
crises. Nevertheless Pakistan 
Government is supplying food & 
other commodities to war torn 
Afghanistan. Apart from the 
regular food supply, hundreds of 
tons of wheat, ghee, and gur is be- 
ing smuggled to Afghanistan. 

Afghanistan has been interfer- 
ing sociologically, politically & 
economically in Pakistan. 
Moreover Afghan youngsters are 
playing a role of catalyst m 
promotingobscene movies and 
prostitution.*l^ery nuisance has 
been tolerated till now but they 
have crossed the limits now. 
" - *fe^^en€^""M "-lit|acM«g ■ of 
school bus and attack on Pakistan 
Embassy is an ultimatum for 
Pakistan policy makers. Now we 
should come out of our fantasies 
of "having good relations" and 
road Hnks with CIS. Referring to 
an editorial of Dr Ahmad Hasan 
Dani (The News, dated 12 Jan, 
' ffW|.**l*e'Tip^n affair has 
proved to be an etagma to 
Pakistan since its reliable report- 
ing has proved to be contrary to 
what actually transpired in thai 
state. Whatever aetton Pakxmn 
has taken has not been convrvrd 
to the present Tajik leader* as fh« 
Pak Embassy in Dushambe h»t 
been suspended. On the o»h*f 
hand, India is on verge of ntak>- 
lishing a fulfledged emba»»% wtth 
an experienced ernbassador m 
Tajikistan." ' ' * 

Central Asian states may n« 
necessarily develop looaJ and 
trade terms with Pakistan, as thrv 
intend to allow the Big Brother 
"Russia" to mediate for defence 
and some other, matters. 

The present rigid attitude and 
the tribal psyche of Afjhan 
warlords may lead to the di>tsion 
of their country into small states 
and tbiw QWr plans will remain 
'WtewfciiiiNWlis. 'j'jj£ MUSLIM 3/7 
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KABUI. 

THHtfW A iToNf To 
of COOPERATION 



:\fghan leader praiae brotherly relations with Pakistan". ~Sev,s item 



News 2/26* 



ECO ^ghway 

The ECO Highway previously called the RCD Highway ( 1257 km) 
stretches from Karachi to Taftan (Pakistan-Iran btHxler) via Hub- 

khuzdar-Quetta-Naushky-Dalbandin. Karachi-Quetta (Lak/Pass) 
portion of this Highway with a length of 650 km. is known as N-25 
and Quetta (Lak/Pass) -Taftan Portion (610 tan.) is called N-40. The 
road from Karachi to Naukandi is mostly 12 feet wide. 

The present ECO Highway was an important route for trade and 
caravan between Patastan-India and Iran/THirkey. The portion of 
Quetta-Naukandi 486 km. was constructed during World War IL At 
the time of end of war the sortion Naukandi-Taftan (124 km.> 
remained unconstructed and it was a single road. 

^After federalisation of N-«, by NHA in 1983, NHA has undertaken 
recoostniction and upgrading of this Highway to intematiooal 

standards, in view of its impwtance as a part of ECO Highway work 
on coostniction of section 124 km. from Naukandi to TaftM was 
rtarted during 1987. Out of this 110 km. has been completed at a cost 
of R». 340 mahon and has been opened to traffic. Work on the 
mnamii^ kms. is in progress and is schduled to be completed 

The ECO Highway will connect Afghanistan, Central Asian States 
aucfa as Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan and 
Kazakhstan with Pakistan via Chaman border. Further ECO 
Highway will connect Iran, Turkey and Azarbaiian with Pakistan 
m Taftan bw«tar. 

Ahigh powered delegation of Turkmenistan and Afghanistan 

by their Deputy Ministers visited the ECO Highway a few 

I back and they travelled by road from Ashkabad to Karachi 

viaKAndhar and (Juetta. After the visit they jointly signed a 

wMorandum of understanding stating that this is the shortest and 

wa«land route to connect Afghanistan, Turkmoiistan and other 

raatrai Asian Countries for trades and tourism. By using the ECO 

!!!5?J?? Central Asian Countries will also be able to make trade 

v«h foreign countries ttfough KaraxM sea port and the new 
Ma port. . . , 

After construction/improvement of ECO route Iran, Afghanistan 
and Central Asian Countries will be much closer to Pakistan and it 
wtll open a new era of trades, tourism and cultural lusociation with 
Pakistan. Tlus will bring {vosperity to Pali^ii^ aad ECO «NBitries. 

The Pakistan Times, April U, 1994 




Sa-le Neko Az Ba~ha~rash Pai-dast 

There is an old Afghan saying which translates, "A good year is determined by its 
spring." In other words, as goes the spring, so goes the year." 

Now, as we begin the New Year of 1373, I consider it to have good omens for Af- 
ghanistan. I believe this year will bring an end to the Afghan problem due to 
the following developments: 

1. After two long years of fighting in Afghanistan which resulted in heavy losses 
and extreme violation of human & civil rights of the people, the UN appointed Mr. 
Mahmoud Mestiri of Tunisia to lead a special mission for Afghanistan. Mr. Mestiri 
is a well-known politician, familiar with the ethnic issues as well as the Afghan 
culture and manners. Brother Mahmoud is from the country of Abdul-Rahman ibn- 
Khaldun, a very famous and respectable Islamic philosopher and historian of the 
14th century. I am sure these are all good signs which will help him find a solu- 
tion to the Afghan dilemma. 

Of course, it is the responsibility of all educated Afghans as well as the repre- 
sentatives of the regime and both hostile parties to listen to brother Mahmoud 
carefully and help him with sincerity and good will to successfully carry out his 
mission. 

2. As a result of the continuous lootings, killings, rapes, and destruction 
caused by the warring factions in Afghanistan, the Afghan people, particularly the 
educated, have reached the conclusion that if they do not stand up and save their 
country now, the barbaric warring factions will never give up their greed for 
power even if the survival of Afghanistan as a nation is at stake. 

3. I was so pleased to see an article by Charles Norchi, Executive Director of 
the Int'l League of Human Rights, in the NYT of 3/21/94. It was a most beautiful 
article. Mr. Norchi analyzed the situation very well and condemned both hostile 
sides for their atrocities. There may be differences characterwise between the 
leaders of the two warring factions, but they are equally responsible for the 
atrocities and crimes committed against the people of Afghanistan; therefore, they 
should be blamed equally. ... 

Let's pray the above good omens of the New Year return peace, hope, and a compatible 
and responsible government to Afghanistan. Amen. 

Malalai Wassil 
Wethersfield, CT 

Mr. Norchi 's article, WHOSE WAR IS IT NOW?, appears below. 

Khyber Pass. Afghans trained by the 
United Nations are still removing 
thousands of land mines and unexplod- 
ed shells from this desolate place. 

Five years after the last Russian 
troops left, there is still a war in 
Afghanistan. 

Horrific human rights abuses are 
being committed by every faction. 
And unlike those in Sarajevo, they are 
not captured by television cameras. 
The Afghans have been victims of 
indiscriminate bombing, torture and 
mutilation. Restrictions on the rights 
of women and on freedom of associa- 
tion and expression are on the rise; so 
is religious intolerance. And nearly 15 
million land mines scattered through- 
out the country continue to maim and 
kill. 

Afghanistan's Prime Minister, Gul- 
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Bombs are raining on Af- 
ghan civilians. Since 
January, heavy fighting 
has been spreading 
I across Afghanistan as a 
militant fundamentalist 
Prime Minister and a former Com- 
munist general wage war with a fun- 
damentalist President. This week, 
United Nations Secretary General 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali will dispatch a 
newly appointed personal envoy to 
meet with all the factions in an effort 
to end to the fighting. 

The peace effort is long overdue. In 
Kabul, the Afghan capital, there are 
house searches, roundups and rapes, 
many of them by former mujahedeen 
— the "holy warriors" who fought the 
Soviet-backed Communist regime 
during the 1980's — who are now 
allied with one faction or another. 



Militia fighters launch rockets be- 
hind a barricade of human corpses. A 
woman escapes her burning home, 
leaving behmd the bodies of her hus- 
band and 4-yearokl son. A man flees 
his devastated house where 15 family 
members died, victims of mortar 
shells. As they try in vain to reach the 
Pakistani border, his 8-month-old 
baby freezes to death. A fundamen- 
talist commander throws 14 people 
from the roof of a mosque ; they were 
praying incorrectly. Tens of thou- 
sands have fled Kabul for refugee 
camps in Pakistan. 

But since January, Pakistan has 
turned away truckloads of desperate, 
hungry and shell-shocked Afghans at 
the border, and they are now camped 
outside the city of Jahlabad on a 
harsh, dry and windy plateau near the 



AFGHAN COMMUNIST LEADERS SEEK SANCTUARY IN THE WEST 



baddin Hekmatyar, is an extremist 
and a dangerous opportunist who de- 
spises the West and for years has 
cracked the whip in the name of Al- 
lah. The United States, and other 
friends of Afghanistan, gave him that 
whip by arming him during the 
1980's. 

For the first time, Afghanistan is 
becoming fertile ground for the breed- 
ing and export of militant Islamic fun- 
damentalism. It is the ideology of a 
desperate people, and the seeds of 
desperation are taking root. With the 
virtual breakdown of law and order, 
radical fundamentalist training 
camps have been flourishing. 

As well as seeking a solution to the 
conflict, the U.N.'s new envoy. Am- 
bassador Mahmoud Mestiri, must 
propose a long-term plan, including 
disarming irregular forces, creating 
a salaried Afghan army, stepping up 
operations to disarm the mines, build- 
ing schools and hospitals and training 
Afghan human rights monitors. 
Eventually, the United Nations must 
also sponsor free elections. 

Afghans are victims of the games 
superpowers once played: their war 
was once our war, and collectively we 
bear responsibility. If something is 
not done to stop the killing, Afghani- 
stan will only produce refugees, radi- 
cal fundamentalists and terrorists. 
Then surely, some day, Afgharffstan 
will again be our war. □ 

NYT 3/21 




Sultan AH Kcshtman d 



Article by 
Yar M. Kohsar 
Hartford, CT 



On December 27, 1979, the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan and installed a puppet 
regime, and Babrak-Karmal assumed all the top positions in Afghanistan. The second 
puppet leader was placed by the Red army as a Prime Minister was Keshtmand, the 
notorious liar communist and murderer of the Afghan people. 

He was a traitor, a quisling with Soviet occupation of the country. He was surrounded 
by the Soviet advisors; he was a mere tool of Russian, Soviet citizens run many of the 
government offices and make the Important decision, the government, the party, the mass 
organizations, the education system, the economy are all being remodeled to imitate the 
Soviet pattern. During his administration every minister has Soviet advisers who give him 
orders as to how he should run his ministry. 

1 . The education system is being Sovietized. 

2. Afghan Elementary School teachers adopted a Soviet style curriculum. 

3. New text books preaching communism. 

4. Russian has replaced English as the compulsary foreign language. 

5. Soviet professors were pouring to faculitles of Kabul University. 

6. Afgtian youth are sent by thousands to Soviet Union for indoctrination. 

7. He carried incarceration, arbitrary persecution, house searches and inquisition. 

He organized and formed a malitia groups of the Hazara tribe in Kabul to fight along side 
the Red army agqinst the freedom fighters "Mojaheddine". He belong to Hazara tribe. 
He rents several houses in Karte-Se for the head of his malitia groups and their Russian 
Instructors. He was financing and recruiting Hazara malitia all over central part of 
Afghanistan and taken advantage of our Hazara brothers. His malitia plundered houses 
and Institutions during the nights. His malitia and gents ambushed prominent leaders. 
By his order he threatened merchants and wealthy people and imprisoned thousands of 
Innocent Afghans, plundered their possession and belongings. During six years as a 
prime minister Keshtmand became a millionaire and transferred the money to the Soviet 
banks, as well as to Swiss and French banks. Now he is living on social security? What 
a lie. He is a plunderer, killer, and a criminal. 

He is receiving benefit and income support? What a phony and notorious beggar. He 
Is a millionaire and he is quite capable to buy many houses in London, Paris, New York. 
The hilarious thing is that he said he had $1CX) and his friends helped him buy his ticket. 
Can you imagine? Poor thing. Poor millionaire? Poor penniless criminal. 
He said that he had great respect for the Britsh stand for human rights, i must say, 
during his time as a Prime Minister Babrak-Karmal as a president one million Afghans 
had been killed and thousands upon thousands put in jail and they vanished. He is the 
most human rights violator. He is now enjoying a lump of money given by the British and 
a weekly allowance. He should be a shamed of himself by accepting allowances and 

Social Security benefits. 

Keshtmand Brother was a charge de affairs at Afghan Embassy in Paris to take care of 
his banking and other business. During his Prime ministership, nepotism, favoritism, 
bribary were the way of life; he and his relatives, friends, and associate clan members 
plundered the country. He emptied the treasury and took the hard currency from Central 
Bank and transferred it to European banks. He assigned most of his agents in lucrative 
places. He is guilty of all types of crimes, as he committed in Afghanistan. He should 
be extradited for trial. We need a Noremburg type tribunal for the trial of these Afghan 
Communist criminals. 

He was attacking religion and tradition, also he assigned all his relatives, tribe and close 
friends to important positions. This man has so much blood on his hands; he showed no 
concern for the massacre of Afghan people by the Red army and his secrete police he 
was indeed a Soviet stooge. Keshtmand and other Communist leaders are flocking to 
the westem countries and they have good sanctuary. These puppets once they called 
westem countries as the evil capitalist empire. They called the British as the evil colonial 
power that interfered in Afghanistan intemal affairs. Now, Keshtmand praises the British 
and Mrs. Thatcher because they provide him money, and shelter in London. Phony! 

We eamestly ask the westem countries to extradite all Perchamis-Khalqis and those 
Afghan communist leaders who are guilty of crime against the people and Afghanistan. 
They had killed two million Afgans. They brought the Red army and devastated the 
country. We eamestly ask the west to freeze their assets in their banks because that 
money belongs to the people of Afghanistan. After the callapse of the Soviet Empire, 
most of these Afghans Communist leaders and other non-Communist criminals sought 
political asylum, while other innocent Afghans tumed down by their immigration authority. 
These Communist leaders are guilty as the Nazi leaders during the Second World War. 
Their crimes are similar to the Nazi leaders' crime against Jews. 

We are asking the westem countries and the United Nations to bring these criminals to 
justice and extradite them immediately to Afghanistan for trial. They need to be tried at 
a national level tribunal or international level tribunal like the one in Noremburg. 
Enough is enough. They should not be kept under the westem shelter at all. 
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Hekmatyiar on 

defamation 



Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, leader 
of the Hizb-e-Islami and prime 
minister of Afghanistan, has been 
added to the US list of figures that 
it wants to denigrate. He joins 
such other people as Dr. Hasan al- 
Turabi of sudan, Shaikh 
Muhammad Hussain Fadhlallah 
and Shaikh Saeed Sha'ban of 
Lebanon and Shaikh Umar Abdel 
Rahman of Egypt. The US has an- 
other list as well of nasties-which 
includes such rogues as 
Muammar Qaddari of Libya and 
Saddam Hussain of Iraq, the es- 
sential difference between the two 
is that while the latter can be ma- 
nipulated, former cannot. 

Hekmatyar's transformation 
from a man with whom the US 
was willing to work in the eight- 
ies to fight the Red Army to be- 
coming a 'threat' to American in- 
terests is quite revealing^ A sys- 
tematic disinformation campaign 
is underway in which the most 
wild allegations are made without 
any- supporting evidence, for in- 
stance Hekmatyar is accused of 
training the men who bombed the 
world trade centre in New- York 
early last year. This outrageous lie 
has been peddled by the CNN 
(January 12). the cable news net- 
work that is viewed worldwide, as 
well as CBS's 60 Minutes. It was 
repeated (February 1) by the 
CBC's fifth Estate. The latter in- 
dulged in a great deal of other fic- 
tion as well It is the old story: re- 
peat a lie often enough and it will 
be accepted as truth. 

The men on trial in New York 
have not been found guilty of the 
aime. They have denied the alle- 
gations.The prosecution has not 
been able to prove beyond reason- 
able doubt that these men were 
actually involved in the plot. 
There are a number of unan- 
swered questions, not least, con- 
cerning the motive. What possible 
purpose would the blowing-up of 
the world trade centre serve? 
There is no proof, only specula- 
tion. When the question of who 
actually blowup the world, trade 
centre has not been 
answered, how can it be said that 
Hekmatyar trained these men? If 
guilt by association is proof, then 
the American CIA should be held 
responsible for the blast. After all, 

the CIA was involved in the entire" 
Afghanistan episode. 

The Nev/ York Times, that 
doyen of; western liberal wisdom 
and tradition, has also opened 
both .its barrels against 
Hekmatyar. In an editorial 
(January 27), the paper alleged: 
"Still unexplained is why the US, 



in silent partnership with 
Pakistan, gave the biggest share 
of aid to the most violently anti- 
American rebel leader.Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar. 

The Times finds this hard to 
understand 'since there were more 
acceptable resistance leaders.' 
Indeed . But the paper gives the 
game away when it reveals that 
Hekmatyar's real 'crime' was that 
on a visit to the US in 1985, 'he re- 
fused to meet President (Ronald 
Reagan'. So meeting the president 
of the US, a man with no clue of 
the world around him and one, 
moreover, given to falling asleep 
during meetings, is a condition of 
wisdom from the darling of the 
Zionist/liberal establishment. 
Hekmatyar has been accused of 
allying himself with Arab radicals 
and 'supporting Saddam Hussein 
during the Persian Gulf War.' 

It is important to take up, one 
by one. the points raised by The 
Times, there is not truth in the al- 
legation that Hekmatyar's group 
was the recipient of the largest 
share of weapons during the war 
against the Soviets in 
Afghanistan. Pakistan's Inter- 
Services Intelligence (ISI) was 
solely responsible for the distribu- 
tion of weapons among the vari- 
ous groups. The formula devised 
by its former chief. the late general 
Akhtar Abdur Rahman, was 
based on performance. Those 
who knew general Akhtar would 
testify that he was not a man giv- 
en to sentiments. He was cold, 
calculated and ruthless.He had no 
favourites, these who performed 
well got a large share .of 
weapons. Acording to all the evi- 
dence, Hekmatyar's men per-, 
formed the best among all the 
groups.' • ' 

, Even so, weapons were dis- 
tributed 'in the following ratio: 
Hekmatyar group 18 to 19 per 
cent; Sayyaf group 12 to 13 per 
cent; Yunus Khalis group 12 to 13 
per cent; the rest got smaller 
shares with the lowest going to 
professor Sibghatullah 
Mujaddidi's. In fact, at the bottom 
of the ,heap were the pro-US 
groups which were more inclined 
towards giving interviews on the 
western media network-BBC, 
Voice of America etc-than jDartici- 
pating in the Jihad. . , 

Tiie Times should know this 
because the ISI worked closely 
with the CIA.The 'more accept- 
able resistance leaders' for the pa- 
per simply did not perform. Some 
of them even sold their weapons 
on the open market. The blame 




for this was placed at the feet of . 
all the leaders, regardless of- 
whether they were innocent or./ 

guilty. » / : ^ . . : 

The west's favourite, Ahmed 
Shah Masoud, however, was pro- 
jected beyond his size. It is one of 
the ironies of the struggle in 
Afghanistan that he was given so 
much prominence when several ^ 
other commanders; ' such as 
Maulvi Jalaluddin Haqqani (liber- 
ator of Khost) and Ismail Khan of 
Herat, performed far better, i 
Masoud was seen as a rival to , 
Hekmatyar and because of his 
French connection (he speaks 
French), he became a celebrity in 
the western media. 

D\6 Hekmatyar really support 
Saddam Hussain during the Gulf 
war? The times may suffer from 
memory lapses but Hekmatyar 
had actually attended a confer- 
ence in Saudi Arabia,much to the 
chagrin of his supporters and. 
called for an Islamic force, rather 
than the American-led force, to 
protest the kingdom. This posi- 
tion was based on the Islamic 
principle of not allowing non- 
Muslim forces in the Arabian 
Peninsula. 

At the root of the problem lies 
the fact that the US achieved its 
objectiv^^of defeating the fted 
Army at the cost of nearly 1.5 mil- 
lion Afghan llves.It does not wish 
to see the emergence of an 
Islamic government iri 
Afghanistan now based ori the 
wishes of the people, hence the 
lysterical campaign against 
Hekmatyar and support for such 
local commanders as Masoiid. 
Ustad Burhanuddih Rabbanl is not 
a bad j)erspri he can even b6 cat* 
egorised'as a'giobd Muslini liut Ke"" 
displays a great deal of innocence 
about many important issues. 
- One is the nature of the Islamic 
government. Kabul is, for all prac- 
' tical purposes, still run. by the- 
same communist bureaucracy 
that was in place during Karmal. 
or Najib's time. The Afghan army, 
too.is controlled by the.sarne ^en-, 
erals who used to kill the mu- 
jahideen. Just because they are 
now led by Rabbani, it .makes 
them pious Muslim? Their bullets 
are now directed at other mu- 
Jahideeri, _.__„, 
/ .{^ekniatyar^s'real faiiit Is that H6 ? 
refuses to take orders from (HhersV 
especially the Americans. He also . 
seems determined to fight on un^t) 
til the objective-to, establish ar); 
• Islamic ".■ government ' in 
Afghanistan fof which the jihad - 
' was watfed and 1.5 million lives 

offered, is achieved. 
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The Americans seem to have 
launched another sinister plot, for 
the second time in ' two years,' 
Ahierican commandoes have car- 
ried out exercises with their 
Pakistani counterparts in the 
mountains of. the North West 
Frontier Province (NWFP).' Such 
moves are not as innocent as they 
are made out to be. The terrain is- 
exactly the sam6 as that '/found ^ 
around Hekmatyar's ' .base. ' 'in** 
Afghanistan. Is the Pakistan army 
and the rulers in Pakistan becom.- 
ing unwittingly (or willing) ac-'" 
complices in a dastardly crime to 
eliminate Hekmatyar?.. r- The 
analysis recently appeared in 
Canadian daily Crescent. 

Frontier Post 3/7 



The CNN program 
mentioned in this 
article, was 
narrated by 
Peter Arnett. It 
brought the 
response on the 
next page from the 
Board of Directors 
of the Afghanistan 
Assistance Council. 
Directors signing 
the letter were 
M. Siddieq Noorzoy, 
A. Qayum Kochai 
& Yar M. Mojadedi. 




The telecast "CNN Presents" which you offered to the world public under the title 
"Terrorist Nation: US Creation" on 1/16/94 was insensitive, irresponsible, & out- 
right libel due to its implications & the negative impact it created in the 
world community about Afghanistan & the Afghan people. By what right ...do you 
label a whole nation, which fought terrorism so bravely against a super power, a 
terrorist nation? 

We condemn all acts of terrorism by all parties, be it state organized. . .or by 
individuals & organizations... We condemn the specific act of blowing up the 
Trade Center Tower in New York & the loss of innocent lives. But, to support your 
allegations you would have to prove that the 4 Arabs implicated in the bombing of 
the Trade Center were specifically trained for this act of terrorism & condoned by 
the Afghan nation before you or anyone else can presume to call the Afghan nation 
"terrorist." Your accusation about one Afghan political party & its leader cannot 
carry over to the whole people even if that accusation were proven to be true. 
The parties you accuse can defend themselves & we encourage them to do so in a 
court of law. What concerns us is your strikingly irresponsible way of creating 
defamation about a whole people through the misuse of the powerful television 
media. This is sheer arrogance on the part of you & CNN. Having access to this 
powerful media in itself requires great caution against its misuse. We think you 
failed in this. 

If ever there was justification for retaliation against any country or people it 
certainly was against the former Soviet Union during the period 12/25/79 & 2/15/89, 
when the Soviet Army was violating all aspects of life in Afghanistan through 
unceasing atrocities. Yet not a single act of terrorism was carried out anywhere 
in the world against the Russians. The war was fought on Afghan soil against the 
aggressor & it was won there. 

Your telecast took sides in the civil war in Kabul without pointing out the full 
facts. Your show was more propaganda than investigation of a complex set of con- 
ditions inherited from the war against the Soviet Union. There are many parties 
to the conflict in Kabul: Jamiat-i-Islami, Shora-i-Nazar , Ittehad-i-Islami, Hezb- 
i-Islami (Hekmatyar) , Hezb-i-Wahdat , Dostum's militia &, as well as, other remnants 
of the Parcham communist party in the form of militia units & high-ranking of- 
ficers fighting to hold on to their former positions in the Kabul gov't. 

All the above parties bear responsibility for the killings & destruction in Kabul 
& have failed the Afghan people for not having reached a peaceful solution in 
forming a coalition gov't, excluding the former communists, that would be respon- 
sive to the needs of the 500,000 disabled Afghans, to the inquiry about 45,000 
Afghan children who were kidnapped during the 1980s by the Soviet Army,...& for 
having failed the needs of over 7 million displaced Afghans & the rehabilitation 
needs of Afghan society & economy for the past 19 months. By fighting for power 
in Kabul they have added another 12,000 deaths to the 1.7 million Afghans martyred 
by the communists & another 700,000 to the list of refugees. Looking at these 
facts & viewing your telecast, we think you did a poor, if not altogether incom- 
• petentjjob. 

Finally, we demand an apology from you & CNN on behalf of the Afghan community. The 
Afghan community in the US lives under enough tension & anxiety for a variety of 
reasons. Now they have to face senseless accusations & the fear of being called 
"terrorists" due to your telecast. 

You & CNN owe an internationally telecast apology to clear the good name of the 
Afghan people. 

Board of Directors 
Afghanistan Assistance Council 
P.O. Box .11424 
Berkeley, CA 94701 
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Margaret Mills won the 1993 Chicago 
Folklore Prize for "RHETORICS & 
POLITICS IN AFGHAN TRADITIONAL 
STORYTELLING, published by the Uti^ 
versity of Pennsylvania Press. The 
judges called it a "rich, revealing, 
insightful 5; rewarding account of 
an evening of masterful storytelling 
that occurred in an atmosphere 
charged with political & cultural 
differences. The author has created 
a work of high folkloristic value- 
in, her fraaing of th« stoi'f telling ^ 
event, her careful attention to th#-- 
presentation of the conversational 
setting of the tales, the manner of 
their narration. .. and her inter- 
pr©tafcioji of tmit historical, ideo- 
logical, & interactiotial settings, 
in addition to their meaning & form. 
In these, and in its focus on the 
differences among the participants 
that spark the creative talents of 
traditional performers, the work 
makes a substantial contribution 
to folkloristic ' ipaiexttanding . " 



OBs^niiZdTionjs 

ONE-LEGGED 
CYCLING 
AROUND GLOBE 

Afghanistan, a country 
with 200,000 single leg 
i amputees, rebuilds from 
f la decade of war, Sah 
FrandsGo Wm messenger Howmni 
Williams is hdpii^ create a reha- 
bilitation program to promote 
mobility, health and dignity by 
teaching amputees to ride and 
supplying them with bicycles. 
Williams first went to A^anistan 

as a vdmmm^mmmjm iriiHi 
These, he ^ibsme^^ m^^^6^0m- 
prevented musculature contrac- 
tures and long-term cardio-vascular 
problems among^ amputees hidcy 
enough to have them. Each year 
since, he has gcme b«^ fat two or 
three mon^, worldiig wttii lalal- 
abad Doctor Abdul Basheer and 
others, along with a major grant 



Wynne R. Maggi, a Ph.D. candidtate in 
anthropology at Emory University, is 
the 1st winner of the recently established 
annual LOUIS DUPREE PRIZE FOR RESEARCH 
ON CENTRAL ASIA. Administered by the 
Social Science Researcht^eouhciliv tife $2,500 
annual award is intended to enrich the 
individual's field experience by making 
possible a longer stay or more extensive 
travel within the region. 

Ms. Maggi 's research is on "Women's Worlds 
Among the Kalmfik Northwest Pakistan: 
Subordination, EA^owerifeiife titi Mnstrual 
House . " She ' ts'' tmTmM.I:f-iMMg'' in 
Kalashagrom in the Rumbiit'fillfey of the 
NWFP, Her work gives prominence to the 
role of the bashali , or menstrual house, 
conventionally understood to be the most 
impure place in the valley. Her work, 
however, shows '«Mt the bashali also 
empowers women, fof^ ^hom it prO'^t€ii a 
center of female eiit«lt#:e & imtonOffiy. 
The award is provided from .infegrest 
generated from the Louis Dupree Fund. 
The Fund results from contributions in 
honor of Louis Dupree from his family, 
friends, colleagues & admirers. When 
sufficient contributions & bequests are 
made, the tn^cojie will be used to endow an 
annual dissertation field .research ...fellowship 
Contributions to the fund can be sent 
to The Louis Dupree Fund, SSRC, 605 Third 
Avenue, New York, NY 10158. 



fioffi ^ ^ly^^ian nrft^pft fiiHit to 
establish Bicycles for Afghan 
Amputees Rehabilitation . lAAR. 
and its Jalalabad Center. 

In addition to the Mcyck pro- 
gram, a 30-person staff at the Cen- 
ter ^mm^mitpiipkat ther- 
apy for n&n-ampute«s such as 
polio survivors and a Uttracy 
course. The bicycle profram 
enrolls 20-24 at once. »»1th an 
eight month waiting list. The 
9i^iA»toig program xvm^- bky- 
dm m i^me passing the fifsai safe- 
ty exam. Last year, the program 
graduated 197. BAAR Is currentiy 
the only physical therapy program 
in Afghanistan which treats and 
even hires women, a group award- 
ed suffrage only fust this year. 

BAAR recently applied for 
and was granted non-profit sta- 
tus in the U.S., meaning your 



donations to the p^s§mm are tax 
deductible. Send them to P.O. 
Box 26650, San Francisco, 94126. 
Quarterly newsletters are sent to 
those giving $35 or more. For 
more inlQiSMtoti e^l 
6384 or (510) 651-5894. — H.K. 

CALIFORNIA BICYCLIST 
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Why Are There Mo 
Homeless People In 
Afghanistan? 



''Did you ever notice that all the 
homeless people are Americans, not 
foreigners? Is this how a government 
cares for its people?" asked Abdul 
Khalek Hasani, as we crossed through 
Union Square Park. 

''What do you mean?" I countered. 
"The government of Afghanistan never 
provided a welfare system, unemploy- 
ment insurance or disabiUty for its cit- 
izens." 

"But the difference is, we love 
each other," he responded. 

He was right. Afghanistan, statis- 
tically one of the poorest countries on 
earth, had no homeless people before 
the war displaced so many. Everyone, 
regardless of how poor or how crowded 
the living conditions, had a roof over 
his head. In a nigged, mountainous 
country with barely a hotel from one 
end to the other, travelers — Afghans 
or foreigners — were always the wel- 
come guests of either individual 
Afghans or of village khans (chiefs) 
who maintain guest houses specifical- 
ly for travelers. This hospitality is 
incorporated into their language and 
their psyche in the Afghan saying. 
The guest is the beloved of God." 

The system works in Afghanistan 
because Afghans are easy to love. If 
you take some of the common causes 
of homelessness in America you can 
only contrast, not compare, with 
Afghanistan. 

Alcoholism: Islamic law forbids 
drinking alcoholic beverages. Afghans 
take Islam very seriously. Alcoholism 
is almost non-existent. 

Drug Addiction: The best 
hashish and opium in the world 
comes from Afghanistan. For the 
Afghans, it is an export business, 
both legal (to pharmaceutical compa- 
nies) and illegal (smuggled to the 
Persian Gulf and on to Marseilles). 
If Europeans and Americans want to 
chemicalize it and kill themselves, 
that's their problem. Though Islamic 
law also forbids the use of narcotics, 
there are a number of hashish 
addicts in Afghanistan. However, it 
does not have a debilitating effect on 
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them; on the contrary, it is a stimu- 
lant. It is not a financial hardship 
either, as it is cheaper than ciga- 
rettes. An Afghan hashish addict 
cannot concentrate on his work 
without smoking as an American 
smoker cannot concentrate without 
cigarettes. 

Mental Problems: There is a 
mental hospital in Kabul, the capi- 
tal. Before the Russian invasion in 
1979 and the ensuing war, mental 
illness was not something generaly 
recognized or understood. Every 
Afj^an is raised to know exactly his 
or her responsibilities in life. It is 
assumed that a person will live up to 
those expectations and responsibili- 
ties. 

It is expected that life will be 
hard. Should mental illness interfere, 
friends and family usually assume 
there is a practical reason: He got 
kicked in the head by a horse, or he 
got a hold of some whiskey, or he fell 
off a camel. Because, once one leaves 
the few main cities, the whole country 
is like one enormous farm, if one goes 
into schizophrenic episode, he can 
wander off, live off the land, eating 
wild berries and fruit, and eventually 
come back "cured." (Here in this coun- 
try, there are now a few patients 
rights groups advocating allowing 
schizophrenics to simply **work 
through" their episodes without drug 
therapy. Afghans have always done 
this.) As a result of the war, incessant 
bombing, everyone having had friends 
and family killed, and dislocation of 
most of the population, it is now recog- 
nized that some people have become 
"nervous." It is the extreme cases who 
have wound up in the hospital in 
Kabul. 

Runaway Children: Afghan chil- 
dren just do not run away from home. 
The extended family lives together and 
stays together. Afghan children have 
no reason to run away from love and 
security. Children are deeply loved, 
and spend most of their free time with 



30 



Talk to an American man selling 
used magazines on 6th Avenue in New 
YoHc City, the one who worked for a 
refugee aid organization inside 
Afghanistan with those who were on 
the road to IVikistan. Upon his return to 
New York, he was homeless for 1 8 
months, voluntariix hnmeleti. He never 
begged, but he slept in llie subwoys 
oflid the sireeti becouse he could not 
bear to hove a roof over his head, flush 
toilet, running water and heat while 
mamories of the Afghans and their sto- 
ical sufferings were still fresh in his 
mind* 

He vmI tol you that in his life, he 
iM¥Mr sow such people, never saw such 

gtnmsity and Idndness among a peo- 
ple who could fight Bice wild men, peo- 
ple who had nothing, but would gh^ 
thier lost meal, a piece of fruit and 
bread, to him, a guest in the country. 

But then, maybe he won't toll you 
about it becosue, even aftor a few 
years back here, he siiH finds it hard to 
talc about it. 



adults (boys with the men, girls with 
the women) learning by example how 
to be men and women. Children are 
not ignored. They speak when spoken 
to, and are oflen spoken to. 

Afghan children, like the adults, 
are strong, tough. Sometimes a father 
has to physically knock sense and obe- 
dience into his son. This is expected. 
Afghan youth who come to New York 
as refugees are quite confused about 
what we call "child abuse." They can- 
not understand why parents and 
teachers cannot hit children, even if it 
does leave a few black and blue marks, 
but children can assault teachers and 
other adidts. 

Afghan children are expected to 
work. Girls help their mothers in the 
home (which is very labor intensive 
since only a tiny percentage of 

Afghans had indoor toi- 
lets, running water and elec- 
tricity, meaning all meals 
were cooked over a wood 
fire, all water drawn from 
wells or rivers); boys help 
their fathers in shops and 



on farms. They marry 
young. When a girl leaves 
home, it is to marry and 
enter her in-laws' home. A 
boy may leave home on 
his own to explore the 
world, further his educa- 



tion, or earn more money elsewhere — 
but only when he is able to support 
himself (and usually sends money 
home to his parents). It is unthinkable 
that children would desert the parents 
who raised and nurtured them. 

Where would an Afghan boy go? 
When an adult meets a youngster, 
often his first question is, "Who is your 
father?" Upon answering, thq child is 
usually told something like, "I know 
him. He's a fine man. Listen to him, 
and you will grow up to be as fine a 
man as he is." 

Everyone knows everyone else in 
the town. Should that boy go to anoth- 
er region, people would want to know 
who he is and where he comes from, 
with whom he is staying. Even a for- 
eigner is often asked, "Whose guest 
are you?" Sooner or later, they will 
know if the boy is telling the truth. 
Every Afghan knows who his or her 
father is. Fathers do not desert their 
families. If a man must leave for 
extended periods of time on business, 
his family is under the care of his 
brothers). So it is in all Islamic coun- 
tries. It is why Muslim immigrants 
here are horrified to find so many 
Americans who don't know their 
fathers, don*t even know who their 
fathers are. 

Where would an Afghan girl go? 
Afghan women, much less girls, do not 
travel alone. Where would she stay? 
No one would rent to a single girl. 
Even single men, relocated to another 
city by their company, may be evicted 
if parents in the neighborhood com- 
plain that he is drawing the attention 
of their daughters. No one sleeps in 
the streets. How would a girl with no 
education support herself? There is no 
street prostitution. The few houses of 
prostitution in the whole country 
could not absorb runaways who know 
their lives would be finished, that they 
could never marry were they not vir- 
gins. How many dancing girls (who 
dance clothed from head to toe in sev- 
eral layers of clothing for private par- 
ties of men, an unsavory occupation) 
are needed? 

Que Paycheck Away from 
Homelessness: An unemployed 
American applies for welfare. An unem- 
ployed Afj^an has an enormous family 
ready to help out. Among Afghans, 
money goes round circle. They under- 
stand well the Tales of a Thousand and 
One Nights: One day one can be a 
prince, the next day a pauper, and then 
a prince again. The ^haves' help those 



who are liave note' at the moment, for 
tomorrow the tables may be turned. 

''Burn Outs": Afghan homes, 
made of adobe and without electricity, 
did not bum like New York City build- 
ings. If a New York City building goes 
up in flames, we might have 50 fami- 
hes being assisted by the Red Cross. 
This country has had natural catastro- 
phes, floods and hurricanes. 
Immediately, we look to insurance 
policies and impersonal agencies. 
Imagine what New York would be like 
if, as happened to the Afghans with 
the Russian invasion, we had bombs 
raining down on us. Then imagine 
Afghan villages and most cities being 
leveled to the ground, farms turned 
into scorched earth, most of the able- 
bodied men already gone because they 
were fighting the enemy, and only the 
women, children and disabled and 
very aged left with no homes, no 
means to eat or make a living, the 
only choice being to bury the dead, 
then go on the road, hungry and 
wounded. The road to where? 
Depending on ciramistances, perhaps 
on the road to another city or village 
where one could move in with distant 
family, or else on the road to a neigh- 
boring country to live in a tent. If, God 
forbid, America faced such a horror, 
could we look to our own resources, 
our own inner resources, our own 
inner strengths, our families — or for 
that matter, Canada and Mexico? Iran 
and Pakistan took in the refugees in 
the name of Islamic brotherhood. 
What kind of brotherhood have we 
established with our neighbors? 

Releaa« of the Incarcerated: 

American society is usually unwilling 
to hire someone who "Paid his debt to 
society* by sitting like a caged animal 
for a period of time, often learning 
how to do bigger and better crimes. 
Under Islamic law, one pays his debt 
directly to the victim. A thief. must 



repay what he stole. The vidimus next 
of kin has the right to demand the 
death penalty for a murder, or can 
grant mercy in exchange for monetary 

compensation. Before the war, rape 
^as virtually unheard of. If a woman 
screamed, any man within earshot 
would immediately part the rapist's 
soul from his body. Sexual abuse of 
children, much less killing them, was 
virtually unheard of — and the perpe- 
trator would not live a minute after 
proof of such an act. Abandonment of 
children? Afghans will not even allow 
foreigners to adopt war orphans! More 
important than a life of luxury in 
America is that Afghan adults assiune 
their responsibility, that the children 
know exactly who and what their 
deceased parents were, and what it is 
to be Muslim and Afghan. The only 
"street crime" was an occasional pick- 
pocket, and if he were caught on the 
spot, a crowd would beat him within 
an inch of his life. The debt is truly 
paid, one-on-one. With personal 
responsibility, the lesson is learned; 
the criminal is shamed and then life 
goes on. There was no escaping the 
debt. The country is too small. Should 
a criminal try to escape to another 
coimtry, the offended would track him 
across all borders, through all coun- 
tries, till he got him in his clutches. 

Other Notes: The national symbol of 
Afghanistan is a sheaf of wheat. Our 
national symbol is a bird of prey. A society 
that takes pride in how much it can take 
from other countries and individuals in not 
inclined to take pride in what it can give. 
Yes, it is said that Americans are among 
the most generous people on earth. Why 
not? We profit from it in terms of tax 
deductions. Afghans never got tax deduc- 
tions. 

Our society is built on rugged individ- 
ualism, not on the interdependency of a 
tribal society. Our hero is the lone cowboy, 
riding off into the sunset, whose best friend 
is his horse. The Afghan hero is the man 
who stays put, defending his family, his 
tribe, his clan, his village. M 



It may come as a surprise to our readers that we have correspondents as 
far flung as Afghanistan, India and Israel, but we do. And in this issue of 
Street News, we feature some fascinating missives from all three of these 
places. Afghanistan, impoverished by our standards even before the war, nev- 
ertheless doesn't have homeless people the way we do. Rabi'a Kiegler, a free- 
lance scholar on that p€ut of the world, analyzes why. Not that there's much of 
a chance that we could somehow transform New York or the States into an 
Afghanistan-like place. Or would want to. At any rate, it's not really an option. 
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"Central Asia and the Challenge 
of the Soviet Legacy" by Nazif 
Shahrani in CH^TRAt ASIAN SURVEY, 
1993, 12(2), pp. 123-135. 

SABAWOON, edited & published by 
Abdul-Qayum Mohmand, P.O. Box 
8297, Fountain Valley, GA 92728, 
in English & Pushtu. Issue 2, 
Jan. 21, 1994, contained 13 pp. 
in English & 17 in Pushtu. Ar- 
ticles included "Women in Islam" 
and a "Basic Research guide for 
Newcomers in the Social Sciences." 
Copiep are available for $1 from 
the address above. 

BEYOND THE KHYBER PASS, THE ROAD 
TO BRITISH DISASTER IN THE FIRST 
AFGHAN WAR, by Jotin H. Waller, 
originally published by Random 
House in 1990, has been reissued 
in paperback by the University of 
Texas Press, Box 7819, Austin, TX 
78713-7819. 

It takes a while but you finally 
get to Afghanistan in ON THE 
GRAND TRUNK ROAD, A Journey into 
South Asia, by Steve Coll, a re- 
porter for the Washington Post . 
NY, Random House, 1993. 308 pp. 

You doti^t get to Afghanistan in 
JOURNEY TO KHIVA, A Writer's 
Search for Central Asi«, by Philip 
Glazebrook, but if you like the 
area, you should like this one. 
Originally published in Britain in 
1992, the book is now reissued in 
the US by Kodansha Int'l, 114 Fifth 
Avenge, NY, NY 10011. 2M9 pp., 
$23. 

AFGHANISTAN: THE SOVIET INVASION & 
THE AFGHAN RESPONSE, 1979-82 by M. 
H. Kakar is due to be published by 
the University of California before 
next March. 

The winter 1994 issue of the JOURNAL 
OF INT'L AFFAIRS published by Columbia 
University, Box 4, Int'l Affairs Bldg., 
New York, NY 10027, is devoted to 
"Refugees and Int*l Population Flows." 
$8 + $2.50 postage. 



AFGHANISTAN THROUGH THE EYES OF PAKISTANI 
CARTOONISTS, 1989-1993 with a chronology 
by Nancy Hatch Dupree was recently pub- 
lished in Peshawar. Th6 107-page paper- 
back can be oriered from the FORUM, 201 
East 71st St., 2K, New York, "NY 10021 
for $6.50 (includes postage). Ife shotild 
have copies by the end of June. Orders 
must be pre-paid. (Many of the cartoons 
have already appeared in the FORUM, but 
it's nice to have them all together & the 
circumstances explained . ) * 

PRICE OF HONOE - Muslim Woifen Lift the 
Veil of Silence in the Islimic World 
by Jan Goodwin, Little Brown & Co., Boston 
& NY, 1994. 363 pp. index. There is a 
chapter on Afghanistan. 

"Blowback from the Afghan Battlefield" 
by Tim Weiner in THE NEW YORK TIMES 
MAGAZINE, 3/13. Pp. 52-55. 




.4 switch in time: The new cover, part of the gatefold jeans ads 

Sorry, One of You Had to Go 

JUST HOW SENSITIVE IS THE NEW YORK TIMES THESE 
days? Sensitive enough, it seems, to make a costly last- 
minute cover swatch on the Sunday magazine. Last 
week's planned cover story was a defeferte between 
prominent First Amendment law7er Floyd Abrams and noted 
feminist Prof. Catharine MacKinnon, an outspoken advocate 
of legal measures to restrict pornography. Shortly before the 
press Ran. editors discovered that the magazine folded out to a 
tour-page gatefold ad for E.xpress Jeans, featuring scantily clad 
models in provocative poses. The embarrassing juxtaposition 
"made the friagazine appear to be mocking one or the other," 
said editor Jack Rosenthal. Editors considered th^st^ew- 
tives: doing nothing: changing the ad; or switching covers. 
When changing the ad proved " impractical," the Times, rather 
thatJ "Ifend a wTong signal," substituted a cover on Afghan 
terniiists that had been scheduled to run inside the magazine. 

NEWSWEEK 3/21 
Proceeds go to the Louis Dupree fund 
(see p . 2) . 
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RUSSIANS MUSLIM FRONTIERS: NEW DIRECTIONS IN CROSS-CULTURAL ANALYSIS. Dale F. 
Eickelman, r.d. Indiana University Press, Bloomington & Indianapolis, 1993. 
206 pp. 

The relaxation of r.^lations between West and East showed that the scientists of 
various political opinions should understand each other. All of them have one 
aim: to enrich historical knowledge. At present, the contacts between Western 
and "post-Soviet" scholars are becoming closer and more productive. This col- 
lection of articles - 6 by Western scholars, 5 by Russian, 1 by an Uzbek & 1 by 
a Pakistani - serves as a good example of this. All of the authors specialize 
in the fields of political and religious development in the Middle East, South 
and Central Asia. 

This book consists of material from seminars and conferences held in 1990-1991 
in the US and the former USSR. 

Editor Eickelman' s introductory article points out how Western and former Soviet 
traditional Oriental studies failed to encompass the developments in the political 
and religious life of the Moslem world. Gottman & Koriyenko analyze the con- 
frontation of American and Soviet interests in Central Asia, and examine the stereo- 
types of the Cold War which, up to now, have prevented Moscow and Washington from 
adequate evaluation of regional processes. Articles by Olcott, Abdulvakhidov and 
Malashenko describe the present situation in Central Asia. The authors examine 
the diversity of opinion, particularly on the Islamic policy of Moscow, on the 
origin and meaning of the word "fundamentalism." But all three take note of the 
intensification of the Islamic movement in Central Asia. 

Authors of the articles about Afghanistan and Iran, Edwards, and Garthwaite, also 
demonstrate a fascinating contrast. Korgun, for example, thinks that if the 
Soviets had had a more thoughtful policy, the "revolution" in 1978 might have 
succeeded in Afghanistan. In contrast, Edwards, analyzing folk poetics as the 
traditional Afghan way of expressing political views, concludes that the revolu- 
tion was doomed to fail because Afghan society would never accept it. Garthwaite, 
discussing the Kurds and some Bakhtiyari tribes, presents an original analysis of 
the ways of tribal and national development in Central Asia. 

The Islamicization of Pakistan is investigated in three articles. Belokrenitsky 
presents an historical overview of the Islamic trends which influenced and defined 
the policy of Pakistan. Novoseyolov analyzes the topic in the light of the 
Islamic welfare system (Zakat tax) . Korein traces the effect of Islamicization 
on personal life and careers, presenting two case studies. In the summary, Moslem 
law scholar M.K. Masud evaluates the literature of the study of Islamic society 
and stresses the narrow confines of "expert knowledge." 

The book, comprising a wide range of opinions of scholars from the different 
regions. and fields of research, should be of interest to politicians, political 
scientists. Orientalists and for all those who follow development processes, 
from Mauritania to Altay, from Sudan to Siberia. 

Kamoloudin N. Abdullaev 
George Washington University 

(Tr. from the Russian by 

M. Hamidova, Harvard University.) 
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& ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE 

Sitting Astride the 
Gateway To India 



by Tina Jenneray 



The Afghan population in 
Seattle is rather small. Accord- 
ing to Sultan Mahmoud 
Malikyar, perhaps fifty fami- 
lies reside in the area. Sultan 
was bom in Afghanistan and 
moved to Seattle as a teenager 
in 1980. His father, who had 
owned several restaurants in 
Kabul, opened the 
Horsenwn's Table at 65th and 
Roosevelt shortly after mov- 
ing here. Sultan chose to try 
his own hand at Afghan cui- 
sine by entering his kebobs in 
the 1989 Taste of Edmonds 
competition. He won best en- 
tree. When old family friends 
Slavek and Tola Pytlasinski 
opened Kabul Afghan Cuisine 
in 1991, Sultan was right there 
with them. Today, at the ripe 
old age of 29, he's head chef. 

Sultan has watched the res- 
taurant grow with consider- 
able pride and attributes 



Kabul's success to positive 
word of mouth. "When we 
first opened the doors, people 
would wander in, sample our 
food, and come back the very 
next night with their friends," 
he said. 

Since those humble begin- 
nings, the restaurant has be- 
come a popular alternative for 
neighborhood denizens as 

well as folks taking in dinner 
and a show. (Kabul is located 
in Wallingford, two blocks 
from the Guild 45 theaters.) 

The steady clientele of re- 
peat customers and new faces 
can be attributed to several 
factors. First of all, Kabul is the 
only Afghan restaurant in Se- 
attle. All the tasty dishes are 
created from Sultan's fanuly 
recipes. Onceyou taste therich, 
spicy cuisine, you'll come back 
for more-and most likely bring 
your friends. Second, Kabul is 
a lively place in which to take 
your evening repast. Every 



Tuesday through Thursday 
evening from 7:30-9:30, a small 
stage at the rear of the restau- 
rant is host to sitar and rebab 
player Larry Ludwig. On 
Wednesday night, he is joined 
by Brian Lenchoon tabla. Their 
music creates a feeling of "be- 
ing there". Third, everything 
about the restaurant says 
"healthy" . Sincesmoking is not 
permitted, the air is alive with 
a fragrant bouquet of herbs 
and spices... dill, mint, cilantro, 
cardamom, saffron, turmeric, 
coriander, cumin... all blend- 
ing together to titillate the 
senses. Besides lamb, beef and 
chicken kebobs, the menu of- 
fers a variety of vegetarian 
entrees. A favorite is Ashak 
(homemade dumplings filled 

with scallions, leeks and 
cilantro, then garnished with 
a rruldly spiced tomato/on- 
ion sauce and sprinkled with 
mint leaves). 

Popular appetizers in- 
clude Bolam (crisp, flaky turn- 
overs stuffed with scallions, 
cilantro and potato, served 
with a creamy yogurt/garlic 
dip) and Burta (crushed egg- 
plant, blended with yogurt, 
sour cream, mint, cilantro, ol- 
ive oil and lemon juice). I am 
not a lover of eggplant. In fact. 



I usually avoid it at all costs, 
eludes imports from Austra- 
lia, Italy, France, Spain, Por- 
tugal and Chili. The house 
wine is a French Chateau 
Cordier. Washington and 
California vineyards are also 
featured. (3ther beverages in- 
clude Dogh (a natural yogurt 
drink flavored with mint). 



SEATTLE 
DOraTOWN 
NEWS 



juices, coffee, cardamom tea 
and beer (including some of 
your favorite Redhook variet- 
ies). I decided on a glass of 

kkel Johannesburg Reisling. Vol. 6, 
Ihe fruity bouquet was a per- / / 
feet marriage to the spicy, 
herbed lamb I chose as a main 
course. 

The portions at Kabul are 

generous, and if s hard to put 

down your fork. But try to 

save a little room for dessert. 

You haven't lived until you've 

tried Fimi, a custard pudding 

flavored with cardamom and 

rosewater and topped with 

ground pistachios. If s as dose 

to heaven as I'll ever get. 

Kabul Afghan Cuisine, 2310 
N.45th Street, isopenMon.- Sat. 
for dinner; lunch served Tues.- 
Sat. Catering also available. Call 
545-9000 for information. All 
food is prepared fresh daily. 



$25 and Under 



Eric Asimov 



Abdul B. Khan took enough pride in the Afghan- 
Persian restaurant he opened in April to give it his own 
name. And he made sure the restaurant lived up to the 
name. 

The pride is evident in the simple but neat 28-seat 
storefront dining room, with its rich red carpet and single 
red carnation on each small table. One long mirrored 
wall helps brighten the otherwise dim room. The other 
long wall is adorned with small, handsome Persian rugs. 
It is also evident in the sweetly attentive service, in which 
a waiter offers to go down the block in a cold rain to buy 
beer. (Khan has no liquor license.) And it is evident in Mr. 
Khan himself, who not only does all the cooking but also 
makes frequent trips to the dining room to make sure all 
is well. 

The food at Khan, a mixture of Middle Eastern 
dishes with accents from Mr. Khan's native Bangladesh, 
is reminiscent of Pamir, the Upper East Side restaurant 
where he spent 10 years cooking before opening Khan. 
Dinner begins with a basket of excellent flatbread fla- 
vored with caraway seeds, like a focaccia given a Middle 
Eastern twist. The potato turnover ($2.95) is another 
delicious analogue, ground potatoes mixed with onions, 
herbs and spices and^pan-fried like an Eastern European 
potato pancake but served with a tart yogurt sauce 
rather than apple sauce or sour cream. 

Kadu ($2.95), a side dish, can be an unusual appetiz- 
er. The sauteed pumpkin topped with yogurt and a mild 
meat sauce tastes like a savory pumpkin pie. The falafel 
($3.25) were crisp, light and greaseless, and were served 
with a huge spread of cuminy baba gannouj. The meat- 
and-vegetable soup ($2.95), a rich, complex tomato broth 
thickened by yogurt, was marred by canned vegetables. 

Shirin palaw ($9.95), chunks of tender lamb under a 
mound of saffron-flavored rice full of almonds, pistachios 



Khan Restaurant 

564 Amsterdam Avenue, at 87th Street, Manhattan, (212) 721- 
8700. 

Best dishes; Potato turnover, kadu, falafel, shirin palaw. 

couscous, kebab, baklava. 
Price range: $11 to $18. 
Credit cards: All major cards. 

Hours: 4:30 to 11 P.M. Mondays through Fridays, noon to 11 

P.M. Saturdays and Sundays. 
Wheelchair access: Entrance and dining room on one level; 

bathroom is very narrow. 



and orange strips, is one of the most popular main 
courses, Mr. Khan said. It is best when the meat and the 
rice are eaten together; otherwise the rice by itself 
seems too sweet. Couscous ($9.50) was fluffy and fresh, 
topped with chunks of boneless chicken in a nicely 
peppery tomato sauce. 

Kebab is grilled but not dry, served with a huge 
portion of long-grain brown rice and grilled vegetables 
($9.50 chicken, $9.95 beef, $10.50 lamb). When Mr. Khan, 
checking on our table, was told that the seasoning was a 
little tame, he darted away and came back with a little 
pitcher of searing hot sauce and a dish of sumac, a tart 
Middle Eastern spice, which livened things up considera- 
bly. He ought to set them out as a matter of course. 

Dessert is traditional but no afterthought. Rice pud- 
ding ($2.95) is smooth and very sweet, flavored with 
ground almonds and pistachios and lemon. Best is a slice 
of the sensual baklava ($2.95), very nutty and syrupy. 

Khan is on Amsterdam Avenue several blocks north 
of a strip of trendy restaurants. No matter. Pride con- 
veys an inner strength that transcends location. 

34 



o 



CO 



ft: 

z 



From an article on the 
Hell's Kitchen area of 
Manhattan ( NYT 2/23): 

In addition to the authentic flavors 
and humble prices, the restaurants 
have an intriguing only-in-New York 
clientele. The casts %nd crews from 
nearby theaters and local residents 
(some retired, some very young) turn 
the better dining rooms into a demog- 
rapher's dream. "Where else in New 
York are you going to get Chita Ri- 
vera at one table, MacNeil of 'Mac- 
Neil/ Lehrer' at another, and the solid 
middle^lass people who live here at 
another?" asked Antonios Manata- 
kis, who opened Uncle Nick's, a 
Greek restaurant, four months ago on 
51st Street near Ninth Avenue. 

A similar crowd packs the Afghan 
restaurants that have sprouted along 
the avenue. Of them, the oldest, Af- 
ghan Kebab House, which opened 
four years ago, continues to turn out 
the most succulent chicken and lamb 
kebabs. But a newcomer, Ariana Af- 
ghan Kebab, is vying for best Afghan 
in Hell's Kitchen with delicious appe- 
tizers like leeks and lamb, mashed 
pouto and pumpkin turnovers with 
yogurt sauce and spicy dumplings 
with yogurt and lamb sauce. 



:»( jurouM UBAB ■oosi 764 Ninth Ave- 
nue (51st Street) ; (212) 307-1612. 
miuiA Jirauui KXMB 787 Ninth Ave- 
iiuc:(524 Street) ; (212) 262-2323. 

* Afghan Kebab House #3 
, reqegtly opened at 155 
^/ea(^?'i46th St (between 6th 
& 7th Aves.) in New York 
City.' 



Afghan teachers 
turn vegetable sellers 



KABUL (DPA) — When a de- 
legation of Kabul University profes- 
sors led by its rector Ameer Hasan 
Yar called on UN special envoy 
Mahmud Mestiri at the UN staff 
house in early April, none of the 
hosts could guess that some of their 
visitors had been selling vegetables 
and sweets since the university 
closed down almost two years ago. 

Although clad smartly, most of the 
grim faces betrayed the agony they 
have experienced trying to feed their 
families with no regular income in a 
war-wracked city beset by skyrocket- 
ing inflation. 

Rendered practically jobless after 
mujahideens* victorious march into 
the capital in April 1992 and the 
consequent bloody power struggle 
among different factions, most of the 
560 teachers have been without 
salaries, forcing them to take up 
clerical jobs or unskilled work as 
market vendors. 



"Even if I were to get paid, that 
would hardly be enough to fetch me 
a sack of flour,** remarked Ameer 
Hasan Yar when asked when he 
received his last salary. He said the 
last sum he and about 30() of his 

colleagues received from President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani after a four- 
month hiatus amounted to less than 
$25 each. 

With a 50-kilo sack of flour going 
for the 70,000 Afghanis ($35), his 
monthly salary is almost useless. 

"We can't think beyond managing 
a sack of flour" commented Profes- 
sor Abdur Rahim Karukhi, former 
dean of the engineering faculty, 
adding that commodities such as 
meat and fruit were no longer afford- 
able. 

Besides a beleaguered govern- 
ment struck by an acute shortage of 
monetary resources, another major 
reason for the sky-high prices of 
edibles is the food blockade the 
anti- Rabbani forces led by rebel 
Prime Minister Gulbudin Hekmaty- 
ar have imposed on supplies to cen- 
tral Kabul districts. 

That is why most of the teachers 
are forced to take up menial jobs as 
vendors or bookkeepers for small 
merchants. Some declined to say 
where they were working, saying 

that it would **hurt their prestige 
abroad" otherwise. 

Far from the over-crowded Khcr 
Khana district, the lush-green uni- 
versity campus at the foot of Karte 
Sakhi hills is occupied by 
machinegun-totin^ followers of the 
Abdul Ali Mazan and the Russian 
tanks they seized in the stand-off 

with pro- Rabbani forces led by 
Ahmed Shah Masood. 

The lecture halls which bustled 
with students' academic and cultural 
activities even during the state of war 
after the arrival in 1979 of the Rus- 
sian troops, now occasionally re- 
sound with Kalashnikov and 
machinegun fire. 

Established in 1932, the oldest of 
the Afghan universities boasted 
10,000 students, 60 percent of them 
female students, enrolled in 52 facul- 
ties and 13 colleges before its doors 
were forced to close in the spring of 
1992. 

**We have shoved our younger 
generation into an age of darkness 
and ignorance," an emotional and 
despairing Professor Ainuddin Nasr, 
head of the university's publications 
department, said as he pointed to a 
group of youngsters passing by the 
shattered buildmg of the ministry of 
education m Deh Afghanen in cen- 
tral Kabul." 

"The wbole society is in a sham- 



bles like this building,** he sighed. 
He asked rhetorically when rebuild- 
ing might ever begin — rebuilding of 
this wracked capital and of this 
wracked generation. 

But no answer was forthcoming 
from UN special envoy Mestiri, cur- 
rently engaged in talks with Afghan 
leadership in the Pakistani town of 
Peshawar before he left again for 
northern and western Afghanistan 
on Saturday. Nor do the Afghan 
warlords appear ready to stop their 
in-fighting. 

So, despite pledges by factions to 
cooperation in the peace process, 
this city continues to bleed. 

RIYADH DAILY 4/18 



For those old enough to 
remember Timothy Leary, 
the following from the 
"Chronical" column in 
the NYT , 3/30: 

It has been a long journey out of 
hiding for rosemary leary, the 
fourth of Timothy Leary's five wives, 
who has been a fugitive from the law 
and living under a false identity for 23 
years. Last week, a judge of the Supe- 
rior Court in Orange County, CaHf., 
agreed to dismiss the six-month sen- 
tence imposed on Ms. Leary in 1970, 
after her prosecution, with her hus- 
band, for possession of marijuana. 

"Tim was in prison in Berkeley, 
and I was released on appeal," Ms. 
Leary, 58, said yesterday from her 
home, whose exact location in North- 
ern California she would not reveal. 
"He escaped, and in September 1970 
we went to Algeria to join Eldridge 
Cleaver. In 1972, he was brought back 
to the United States from Afghani- 
stan in chains and served four years 
— and I was a fugitive." 

She moved from country to country 
for the next seven years, "living in 
Switzerland, Sicily, Afghanistan and 
South America," she said. She re- 
turned to the United States in 1976, 
living on Cape Cod. She moved to Cal- 
ifornia three years ago. 

She still uses a pseudonym, which 
she would not divulge for fear of los- 
ing her present job. "Like a lot of peo- 
ple in the underground," she said, "I 
became a foodie and now manage a 
country inn." 

She has long yearned to reclaim 
her real identity. "Fear of incarcera- 
tion kept me from doing this for 
years." she said. "But with my moth- 
er, who is in her 70*s, in ill health, it 
was time to put an end to all this." 

She turned to a lawyer. Roger S. 
Hanson in Santa Ana, Calif., earlier 
this year to appeal her case with the 
district attorney's office in Orange 
County. "The matter was settled on 
the first day 6t spring," she said. 
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The tragic landscape of 
Afghanistan 



Zafar Samdaoi 



than communism, if not a 
rater threat to their societies, 
west was expected to step in with 
pins and efiBnts to resolve the 
OQ^kt fx its own future if not for 
Afghanistan's but that has surpris- 
called threat of Islamic fundamen- ingly not happcRcd. Visits from UN 
talism, if it was ever real, \«iudi it envoys do not fill die high and de- 
A relative quiet re-currently of things have m' f^ fer anyone may have been during the war with aante^ 
reigns in Afghanistan in the form of but himself Soviet Union, no more exists be- 

an uneasy and fragile truce; given In discussions and responses to cause Afghan - Actions, even if 
the track record of combatants and the UN envoy, Rabbani appeared to committed to religious zealousness, 
the propensity of factions for blood be prepared to call it a day. He is stand impaired to the extent that 



letting, it iXHtfd cnmible without 
notice. The message of further de- 
stniction is in fact contained be- 
tween the lines of the latest utter- 
ings of some of the leaders. And it 
is hardly between the lines all the 
time. Oftea, the display of hcatile 
intentions is uninhibited. 

The mission of the special UN 
oivoy, Mehmoud-Al-Mestiri has 
been anything but successful. He is 
not the first international diploiiit 
to have visited the war cursed coirn- 
try to return as he had arrived, 
empty handed. Few promises have 
been made. The hope he has been 
ofifered for a solution of the strife is 
conditional at best 



Pakistan is hardly in a position to 
contribute much to the situation. 
The Foreign Office keeps on mak- 
ing efiforts but they havent borne 
fruit up to now and given the lay of 
the land, there isnt much to be 
done either. As it is, thi conflict 
has aheady created no end of inter- 
nal problems for Pakistan in the 
form of refugees and polarisation of 
political elements in NWFP. Some 

. ■ ^ , J • communist iocal leaders have tried to twist Af- 

UN mission. Hekmatyar also smd general, Rashid Dostam with Hek- gn«"stan related developments and 

that as far he was concerned, he matyar has substantially changed ^ furthering their politi- 

had already accepted ceasefire but the religious connotatiQn of the *^ designs. Gun trade has boomed 

the "other «si<le «^ not respectmg country, in PakisUm because of the Afthani- 

it " The statement was not clarified. Arudysts have not concentrated on ^ although smuggling 

He has fiuther maintained that the the drug aspects of the a situation ^ always the leading trade 

war was being fou^ for but it is not be ign<^ Afthanistan Afghanistan ithas in- 

"principles, not power". This too is both a producer of opium and is 

needs to be elaborated. The princi- known to be supplying it to the 



reported to have agreed to an un- 
conditional ceasefire. Hekmatyar 
however laid down his condition, 
which, from all accounts, is non ne- 
gotiable: the resi^ation of Rab- 
bani. In any case, his party believes 
that the UN envoy was "lacking in 
lawful authority". In that situation, 
little was to be expected fipom the 



sttiM ia itt stake. It is aho to be 

remonbered that when the Afghans 
were waging the freedom fight, 
they had the enjoyed unquestioned 
.support fitmi ok VS. M m^ case, 
fundamentalism is no more an issue 
in the region, certainly not via Af- 
{^lanistan. Furthermore, the asso- 
ciation of the former 



creased many folds after the ermv-' 
tion of the conflict with adverse ef- 



ked and ruthless struggle for power, iamic republics in its neighbour- "V ^ P^y & positive roll in br^ 





S^S. ^Ji^Z^^Z 9^. ""ly ' t"""- 0^ or the 1- WWe Pakistan is still endeavour, 

other. In the main arena have been 
left President Rabbani and Prime 
Minister ^lifbatti fMmiatyar, the 
executive head of Afghanistan Who 
is yet to enter the country's capital 
after asiteii»|^Akstt'bf bfliie. His m^ 
sengers regularly land in Kabul in 
the shape of bombs and bullets but 
le himself %yas not set foot in the 
:ity. Neither would he do so tiU he 
an enter it like a conqueror. 
The main enemy to be vanquished 
s President Rabbani. Hekmatyar 
nsists on the resignation of Rab- 
jani as president before any mean- 
ingful discussion can take place on 
the future of Afghanistan. There is 
quiet on two fronts, those maimed 
by Rashid Dostam, the general 
whose defection brought down the 
government of Dr. Najibullah and 
Ahmad Shah Masood, the com- 
mander whose resistance was an 
iaqxfftant &ctor in the Afghani- 
sum's fight against foreign occupa- 
tion. Their loyalties are however 

clearly identified. Masood backs 
Rabbani. He is the vital strength of 
Afghanistan's President v^e 
Dostam is with the Hekmatyar 
camp. Masood sustains Rabb^; 
Dostam plays the same role for 
Hekmatyar but apparently he also 
realises that in &e fight between 
the president and the prime minis- 
ter ^ eoia^, be^ mSt^ can 
only be weaken&i, a state that 
automatically increases his 



>UDBd, nidiiess and criminal. 
There is no correct catalogue of the 
dead mi the wounded in Afghani- 
the exit of the pro com- 
fofvcmment of Najibullah. 
reports of international 
nd humanitarian organi- 
m pboa the nmn^ of casual- 
m iIm two cbtftils at 
13,000. This is a terrible toll. 
Otmb Ihe coolext of the fighting, 
pitched against 
r. it represents a frighten- 
mc mtmiMm. The question why the 
Aj^hM an so committed to self 
chides an answer. The 



Soviat Unkn, which had originally 
strength. Mi»ood was willing to ac- ignilad tt* fire, ^fUg more 

commodate Hekmatyar by relin- « the as an influence^ If the 
quishing the charge of the Defence US san was u n d mm m n g the nval 

Ministry as demanded by the prime sukt p^ °Sl!f*^ ^ interest in Afghanisten 

minister but that was not sufficient achieved vjth the dismembennent ^ ^^arginid than b«ffTS 
for the later who now also wants of the USSR. Most of its repubhcs, surprising c^e fiomtS o^ be- 
the president to vacate the top po- P«rt»cularly tije Mamc coHjtoes. caiiTScordi^g toknowTfiiS" 
sition. Cleariy, Hekmatyar's scheme are at odds with eadi other. The so they look at h^ aTnTlcwS 
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hood, and whatever the f<»m, raW^^ tiie eotdHict to an end, there is 
opium or heroin. The quantity pro- precious tittle it can do if A&han 
duced by Afghanistan is not known l^ders remain determined to 
but according to some repoatls, #r 
opium crop of the country has been 
good even at bad tunes. The areas 
adjacent to Pakistan and imder the 
control of Prime Minister Hekmat- 
yar are believed to be opium rich. It 
IS not clear \*iuch side in the Af- 
ghanistan divide is producing and 
exporting but there is no doubt 
>Kluitsoever that heroin is a mva* 
than likely factor in the conflict at 
stake is not merely the control of 
the moiBttainous c<»intry but idso 
the drug which has provided the 
biggest profit margin for any trade 
in the histevy of ^e world. Hiat 
should c(Hicero western nations but 



The UN envoy had started on a 
note of pptimism. By the time be', 
completed his discussions with the' 
leaders of Afghanistan, the attitude 
had been changed. This isnt his' 
position alone: all the well wisbers' 
of Afghans feel the same way. 
Their hopes have obviously failed- 
to reach Afghan leaders. As for tie' 

observation of the envoys spokes- 
man that the ongoing situation wu* 
not acceptable to fte internatioiial, 
commumty, one can only take if 
with a pinch of salt It was some ^ 
members of the this very commu^ 
nity yAm originally pushed A£* 
ghanistan in to tbe quaqmire 
to have become the 
tragic landscape of AfghwiisriWL 
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3/3 - ACBAR News Summary 3/94 - At least 
100 Afghan students leff Feshawar £dt: 
Turkfy-^0 take advantage of Turkey's of- 
fer of scholarships for higher e^wcsition. 

3/4 - PT - Benazir Bhutto pledged Paki- 
stan's continuing aid tCfrrMghanistan^ 
She urged relief agencies to continue 
assisting the Afghan people §t not to be 
discouraged by some unpleasant incidents. 
She called for the warring factions to 
settle their differences 5e denied alle- 
gations that Pakistan was interfering in 
the Itttfetiial- ^af faiirs of Afghanistan ."^ ' ' 



3/5 - FT - Several hundred Afghan nation- 
als who had sought shelter in the NWFP 
have now gone to Sindh & purchased land. 
The SAm^l«. :«re- «i^appy v^^fe^'tfeia. .%---„iia^e 
asked tl^- fakis tan Gov ' t. t0 send the 
Afghans hiiwB. v 
- Muslim World Monitor (reported 3/17) - 
Hekmatyar's forces allowed 3 UN trucks 
to deliver 45 tons of wheat, the first 
food shipment to reach Kabul in 2 months, 

3/6 - Frontier Post: 




- PT- - The Baluchistan Nat'l Movement 
is apprehensive over the large number of 
Afghan refugees in Baluchistan. The 
group feels that the presence of li&"%d.tiy 
Afghans will change the cenyiiis figures 
to favor the non-Baluch population of the 
province & has asked the Gov't to send 
the Afghans home. The group also de- 
manded that the Afghans be put in camps $ 
that any property they had purchased be 
auctioned off under int'l rules. 



3/6 - PT - UNHCR warned that relief 
operations in Jalalabad are overwhelmed 
by the influx of refugees from Kabul. 
Over 200,000 have come to a^a c^ii^^ 
since 1/1/94. C3ee ir%|^^d aTtXa%mum: 
pp. 16-18.) 




3/7 - PT - The Af ghatt in H^^fe^e 0f 
UNICEF in Kabul was kidnapped by 
as he was on his Wiay to v^sit l^is mot 
in Khair. - Jv^^. ^ r ■ . . r-, '^x iu: ^.H^ 

3/13 - P¥ *^ '^^cken Street was one of 
the targets in the latest round of rocket 
attacks. Rabbani has agreed to a 15-day 
cease-fire but Hekmatyar has not jet 
endorsed it. ^-^ 

3/14 - PT - Robin Raphel, US Asst. Sec'y 
of State for South Asian Affairs, told 
the House Foreign Affairs committee (on 
3/10): "With the breakdown of order & 
authority in Afghanistan, our bi-lateral 
assist^A^e program for the people of that 
countr«3? has virtually efided. The USAID 
mission for Afghanistan, located in Is- 
lamabad for the past several years, is 
also closing. We will do the best we 
can to continue multilateral assistance 
5c support UN humanitarian efforts to re- 
lieve the suffering of the Afghan people." 

- FBIS - (NES ^-049) - Islamabad tfV 
Network Tep©rt^ (3/13.) '^fierce fi.glg;ing 
in northern Afghanistan, part:^^arly 
in Baghlan Province. 

_ Radio Kabul on the same date reported 
an abortive attack by "the infamous militia 
of Karmal-Dostam-Hekmatyar" on "positions 
of the Islamic Army." In retaliation for 
the failure of the attack, the group 
^.t^lgeted residential areas in Kabul but 
no loss of life was reported. The Islamic 
Afghan Army's artillery delivered "crushing 
blows" on enepy bases in Maranjan Hill 
& Bala Hisar. 

3/17 - Muslim World Monitor - Dostam's 
forces fired hundreds of rockets into 
Kabul on 3/7 & 8. The Defense Ministry 
& civilian neighborhoods seemed to be the 
main targets. - ' 

- FBIS; (NES 94-052) - f ^An reported that 

2nd assembly of Afghan Shi'ite 4 Sunni 
ulema. The 4-day gathering, attended 
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by 400 Afghan & Iranian clergy, poli- 
tical, cultural & educational figures, 
was held to come up with practical 
solutions for stabilizing the Islamic 
gov't & preserv±ilt «at 'l unity in Af- 
ghanistan. 'SMsmtfmti voiced' Iran's 
support for Islamic movements in Af- 
ghanistan & said Tehran was ready to 
assist in Afghan reconstruction 
efforts. 

3/20 - NYT - mmm plans to spend 
$382 million, about twice last year's 
amount, in 1994 to help 3 million 
refugees return to th^ir homes in 
war-torn countries, including Afghani- 
stan. However, the increased fighting 
in Kabul has made the task moxe diffi- 
cult. Repatriating refugees is over 
twice as expensive as maintaining thett 
in camps & so far only $67 million of 
the repatriation budget has been 
contributed. 

3/21 - FBIS - (NES 94-054) - In his 
New Year address on Kabul Radio, Rab- 
bani announced a unilateral 15-day 
cease-fire in Kabul to facilitate the 
work of peace delegations. 

3/22 - News (Pakistan) : 



Satanic plots & 
minal designs of 
enemies of Islam 
the Afghan nation 
He called Dostam 
enemy of Allah & 
criniiiii " 
He then, wished 
Afghan natmon a 
Happy New leaf . 

3/25 - PT - 



cri- 



j^jittunist . 
the 





- Pakistani President^ I#gJiari pai4,,that Pakistan 
play a aaiftr roXe ojj J^piping Afghans restore 

saijj Pfl^#t^ enjoys good 



- PT 
will 

the ir lives & economy^ 

relations with all the warring faetiotip, but it still 
wants the refugees to be able to return to their owtt 
country. 



He 



3/23 - PT - Abdul Rasool Sayyaf of Ittehad Islami 
Afghanistan called for national unity in order to foil 



UN Security Council called for an end to 
the food blockade of Kabul. 

- FBIS (NES 94-058) - An Arabic newspaper, 
Al-Hayah , reported that Afghan Gov't forces 
entered Pol-e-Khomri a few days ago. The 
southern part of the city, known as 
"little IteSiSW** in the Communist era, 
reportedly. ^Ittnimifes. groups' ^f^s^lisiaatlir 

Uzbek milHita- a*., wellu as-®tliw ©f^sitl^ 
groups. The Gov't said the militias were 
planning an attack on Kabul & had been 
amassing huge quantities of fuel & wea^^ns 
which are now in Gov't hands. ' • 

3/27 - PT - More rockets hit Kabul. 

- India has offered Afghanistan training 
facilities for rehabilitating the 
handicapped. 

4/1 - The UN Special Envoy to 
Afghanistan, Mr. Mehmoud Mestiri, 
arrived in Jalalabad yesterday 
(see articles on pp. 12 - 14). 

4/5 - NYT - The US State Dept., 
in its annual Int'l Narcotics 
Control Strategy Report, cited 
Afghanistan as one of the 
countries "not fully cooperat- 
ing with US anti-drug ir^'t or ts* 
Pres. Clinton attached a 
memorandum to the report: 

In memorandum, Mr. Clinton 
singled but Afghanistan, Bcrtivia, 
Laos, Panama, Peru and Lebanon as 
other countries that did not cooperate 
sufficently with American antidrug 
efforts, but waived economic sanc- 
tions because of unspecified "vital 
national interests." 

One worrisome trend, according to 
the report, is that Russia has become 
"a central marketing point" for her- 
oin .from Afghanistan, Iran and Paki- 
stan. The drug is shipped through 
Eurasia to Europe, with the potential 
to destabilize fragile governments 
along the way, the report says. 
"Criminal organizations in Russia 
have set up supply routes to Hungary, 
the Czech Republic and Slovakia," 
the report added, while other supply 
lines MM drugs to the Baltic ports. 
Inside Russia, seizures of hashish, 
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opium, heroin and cocaine doubled 
last year, while the authorities report 
1.5 million Russian drug users, in- 
cluding the use of cocaine among 
rich young people. 

Because of an absence of controls 
and legislation, iatmdering of drug 
money in Russia is a "growing prob- 
lem," according to the report. Russia 
is also emfif^ii as a drug producer, 
the report says, and the Russian au- 
thorities have reported the seizure of 
215 drug-making laboratories, includ- 
ing amphetamine operations created 
with stblen Government equipment. 

In Afghanistan, which after Myan- 
mar is the world's second-largest opi- 
um-producing country, opium poppy 
production rose almost 9 percent last 
year, the report said. Drug cultiva- 
tion #td trafficking is also reported to 
be gaining ground in the Central 
Asian states of Kazakhstan, Kyrgys- 
tan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan. 

4/6 - Asbury Park Press - 
Eight Afghans pleaded 
innocent to a charge in 
a New Jersey court that 
they had participated in 
a heroin distribution 
operation in Asbury Park. 

4/B - PT - A 5-trailer 
convoy containing relief 
supplies donated by Iran 
left Peshawar for Jala- 
labad & Kabul. 
• --Il@#s (i^afei#tan): 



She 



promote 



& "would not support any group agninst the other." 
said Pakistan would do whate^^ ' it: C^Wfld to 
stability in Afghanistan. 
- Muj added! , deploring the current situation in Afghani- 
stan, told Voice of America that Rabbani & Hekmatyar must 
step-i'i'dwn. ' : 



M^^^ SUPPORT 
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kill - Reuters - Rabbani said he would remain in office iiiitil 
tl^ ind cyf the ^rear & not %tep down in June. "I am the 
legitimate president of Afghanistan until the end of the 
year because I was elected as president by the people's 

delegates," he said in an interview. 
A council of national delegates met 
in Kabul in Dec. 1992 & voted him 
president for 2 more years. His ■ 
opponents said the election was 
rigged. The Jalalabad Ac©®:e4g - 
in 3/93 called for Rabbani to be 
president until 6/94 & for Hekmatyar 
to be prime minister. Rabbani says 
that Hekmatyar 's election was only 
a ploy to stop the fighting in 
-^Hifejal. The fighting escalated & 
Ra'tolJaai says tha^ Hekmatyar 4i^%,,not 
Heserve to be prime minister. A' 



4/19 - PT - A delegation of the Hutahida lie *' 
Council, on a peace »iS8-i« in Ka^ii^^'^itl' v, 
Rabbani & Gulbuddin had agreed on the f 0ra^t%i».?'*^ . 
of an interim goir^t,^lia£ iMt^ di#agt««ii"- 
on the process (see pps. 14-15). 

4/21 - PT - In Kunarr ail parties tiave held a 
joint ^^ti^^lSi agreed to form a coalition gov't. 
- Benazir Bhutto urged the Kabul leaders to iMifcfele 
their differences. She told Rabbani last Novem- 
ber that Pakistan had no favorites in Afghanistan 



"4/24 - FT - Rabbani, while insisting 
his, tenure wouli*%d^^plre in June, 

that he was ready to transfer 

^epower to a Shoora as soon as one 
formed. He said his immediate 
resignation would not solve the pre- 



sent crisis as 
the opposition 



the proposals of 
are not sincere." 



A Pakistani group 



Younus Miat 




4/26 - FT - Younis Khalis told BBC 

that Rabbani's will- 
ingness to give 
^ower to a Shoora 
was reasonable, 
but he said that 
first Rabbani & 
Hekmatyar should 
agree that they 
will not contest 
any election. He 
>f mid the Shoora 
should be truly 
representative 
& should elect only those who are 
capable of running a gov't. 

- A 9-member peace mission from Libya 
returned home disappointed because 
Rabbani did Btot arrange a safe fs^^- 
sage to Afghanistan f0s them. Hek- 
matyar had mssuwjgd Cooperation. The 
group confined its activities to 
Afghan groups in Pakistan. 

4/28 - PT - The Pakistan-Afghan Teachers 
Assn. plans to -strilte until their 
mands for a new pay scale & other 
benefits are met. The gov't announced 
new pay rates in 1991 but the Afghan 
Education Cell was left out. ^ 

- The. UN issued an appeal for millibii 
to meet' the urgent humanitarian needs 

of the Afghan people for tlie ^iriod of 

April 1 to Sept. 30. 
Soiinos Mousouris, Coordinator returned from Aighanistan after 
of Humanitarian AssisUnce to visitmg niany c^fiai Mtd tirthe?%ir 
Arahanista* addressing a tmm Shahi camp near Jalalabad alone, 
wnrerence here said that the con- 80.(KKJ uprooted people trorn 
tmuous fightmg in Kabul is caus- Kabul are living The other three 
ing lemble human sutTering and camps (Mumtaz. Hadda Parro and 
hundreds of thousands of Afghans Samarkhel) accommodate 45,(KKJ 
deiiend on aid from the UN and people. . ,u 

other hurmnitorian orgamsaUooi The IJN agencies, together uitft 



5/4 - Sharq al-Awsat (Saudi Arabia) - Despite 
protests by Iran & Pakistan, Mehmoud Mestiri 
said that ex-King Zahir Shah will take part in 
the peace pT^^'tm&s. to.ysslwfc Ms'-.£©a«itry ""from 
annihilation* Mestiri|*^#ald -fie would go to 
Rome in a few days. T#|.amabad kas ^ =pR©blem 
with Zahir Shah because of the Pushtun 
border areas but Benazir Bhutto said that, 
for the sake of peace, Pakistan will forgive & 

forget the past. Tehran's problem is the 
fear that the return of the king might 
arouse the Iranian royalists. Zahir Shah^ 
liowever, has said he does not want his thr#Ke 
back. He is ready to play |t .golitical role 
only for the service of his country & the, 
sake of peace. 



5/5 - NYT - More rockets hit Kabul. 
Red 



The 



Cross has put the 1994 death toll in 
Kabul at 1,500. 



for their survival. 

Malnutntion and disease lurk 
around the comer. ITic ICRC 
esttmaics that 2,5(K) people have 
been killed, and some 17,000 in- 
jured. After these latest events the 
huiiimileiltatt^^toigl facing the 
international community has <ka- 
maticallv changed. 

lairing the neki "six nsaiiiis, 
WFP aim to deliver 25,700 tonnes 



the ICRC and a number of NCtOs 
are helping these displaced fami- 
lies, ^tter fe^ehold mate- 
nals are supplied b\ UNI ICR 
Wheat Hour and oilier food itcm.s, 
tbod-for-work arid wilnerablc 
group feeding are provided bv 
WFP 1 Icallh care programme arc 
coordinated by WllO md 
IMiCW. Immunisation and sup- 
plementarv feeding activities are 



of food for 300,000 displaced suppt>rtcd bv IJNICEF which is 
Kabul Dnigs and also coordinating eslablishment o 

a water supply system ol >ar 
Shahi. Mines and unexpUxicd 
ordfomee m ifef' 8f«i around 
camps have been cleared UN - 
OCl lA teams. 

The appeal seeks Hinds to pro- 
vide relief assistance for upto 
200,000 displaced persons in 
camps in Jalalabad over the next 
six months. — ^APP 
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persons in 
medical sup)->lies for hospitals will 
be provided bv WIK) and 
UNICFF With UNCUS, they will 
also support water supplv and 
sanitation activities. A bomb dis- 
posal team funded by UN(K."IIA 
will operate in Kabul. 
Sotirios Mousouns. who just 
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Rabbani 
truce in Kabul 

KABUL (AFP) — Afghan Pi«iillit 
Burhanuddin Rabbani on Wednesday 
proposed an immediate end to the 
factional fighting in KaM, but not in 
the northern provinces. 

"I declare an immediate and perma- 
* nent cei^iHre 

Rabbani told the 60 to 70 assembled 
peace delegates, some from Pakistan at 
the opening session of an Islamic clergy- 
men's peace delegation. 

However, the president firmly stated 
that he would not extend his offer to the 
northern provinces where the Uzbek 
forces of ex-communist General Adul 
RaiM Dostam are under siege by the 
mujahideen of Rabbani's strongman, 
former defense minister Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 

"\ye are determined to continue the 
fighting until the final annihilation of 
the miitias in Afghanistan," Rabbani 
said. 

Coupled with Rabbani's tough stand 
against the northern militias, he also 
accused neighboring Uzbekistan of sup- 
plying Dostam with military aid in 
order to imdbmirf^ Islamic State of 
Afghanistan. 

"Uzbekistan has sent tanks, aircraft, 
ammittiition and logistical support to 
Dostam," he claimed. 

In Kabul the military situation is 
complicated by the fact that E>ostam is 
in alliance with Prime Minister Gulbud- 
din Hekmatyar, whom Rabbani called 
upon to cut ties with the Uzbek warlord. 

"The final fate of the militia is in the 
hands of Hekmatyar, and only Hek- 
matyar," Ratoani declared in a chal- 
lenge to Us ffintit 4 . • 

PT 4/14 . 



AfghaiK seeking new 
govt to end dashes 



• ISLAMABAD (UPI) — Hundreds of 
Afghans have told a UN fact-findijPK| 
mission they want a new interim gowani!^ 
ment in order to end the fighting in 
Kabul, a UN spokesman said Friday. 

^Me fact-finding team, which 
returns to Afghanistan from Islamabad 
on Saturday, arrived in the region last 
month to assess the Afghan situation for 
the UN Security Council. It is the 
highest level UN delegation to visit 
Aqlianistan since the fall of the former 
Soviet-backed regime in Kabul m ^amL 
1992. ^ 
The mission, headed by former Tuni- 
sian foreign minister Mehmud Mestiri, 
"has interviewed hundreds of peopte 
from all factions and profflvnent i^^- 
viduals," the UN spokesman said. 
The spokesman said Mestiri also met 



them," a^ ^steni diplofflM mil. 

However, the mission said its 
approach was effective. 

"The many Afghans who have spoken 
to the mission have expressed their deep 
bitterness at a conflict which has frus- 
trated their hopes of rebuilding their 
country and their tives," the UN release 
said. 

UN officials also said Afghans urged 
the world body to arrange for elections 
to decide a future administrative setup 
for their country. 

The UN mission said the majority of 
the hundreds of A^ans it interviewed 
wanted a new interim government that 
would include neutral citizens, not 
members of any of the groups currently 
vying for power. The Afehans inter- 
viewed by the UN team said the interim 
government should hold elections and 



with the two leaders. President Burhi-^ ^- ^^en quit after restoring and elected 



nuddin Rabbani and Prime Minister 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, whose rivalry 
has caused thousands of deaH^inrf^M^^ 
during the last two years. 

Apparently the UN team is trying to 
reach beyond the two most powerful 
groups in Afghanistan to find out how 
ordinary citizens feel about the situation 
in their couft#y. 

"This is a good strategy for a fact- 
finding mission but it may also annoy 
the main Afghan leiders, vi^ have the 
guns and the strength to block any UN 
move for peace which does not include 



government in Kabul. 

To select members of the interim 
pvemment, tite^fthans urged the 
United Nations to call a Loya Jirga, or 
grand assembly, that would represent all 
Afghans, not just the armed groups 
fighting for control of the capital. 

Some of those interviewed also sug- 
gested a role for former Afghan king 
Zahir Shah, who now lives in Rome, 
"not as the king but as the father 
figure," said a UN official attached to 
the mission. 

■>• • PT 
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Kabul museum's 




By IMTIA2 HUSSAIN 

CIA, Peshawar, in a big haul 
early on Thursday recovered an- 
tiques in ihree difierent raids a: 
gold market, Koochi Bazar and 
Gulbahar. The rebcs were alleged- 
ly stolen from the Kabul museum 
some ume back. 

Two persons were arrested 
who according to police are the 
agents oi a gang operating in US 
and other -Western countries. As 
per detail, the CIA staff got the 
information that a gang operating 
in Peshawar , US and other courr- 
tries had smuggled antiques 
which has allegedly been stolen 
from Kabul museum some time 
back. The smugglers had also 



concealed heroin powder in the 
antiques. 

In this connection a CIA team 
was formed headed by Shah Wall 
Khan, DSP, CIA. The team raided 
the dens at gold market m Koochi 
Bazaf and Gulbahar area. 

According to CIA officials, the 
three raids were planned because 
the accused had hidden the an- 
tiques at different places in the 

city According to them they used 
to shift their hideout after every 
three four days to avoid any suspi- 
cion. 

During the raid, the officials re- 
covered ivtfo maunds of 'topaz' 
worth lakhs of rupees, 34 statues 
worth millions of rupees in the m- 
lernational market, 16 swords of 



Mughal era, 23 other swords, five 
epitops and other antiques. 

Expert^ ■ ift the local inarket 
while talking to TTie Frontier Post 
said that the seized antiques are 
worth millions of dollars in the in- 
ternational market. While in the 
local market price is estimated at 
millions ©f rup@tS'>lft^-€aid that 
for the past six months, there 
were reports that costly antiques 
stolen from Kals^iHwseum wmB 
m the local market. 

William Reeve, BBC correspon- 
dent m-Kafesi iif'his recent inter- 
view at BBC television said that 
the relics stolen from the Kabul 
museum had been sold in 
Peshawar. He also surveyed gold 
market in Peshawar and found the 
agents who deal in the business. 



dispatched them from Peshawar 
to US. Both were arrested by the 
CIA police. 

The officials mformed that the 
gang had allegedly contact with 
jcusKsms staff at Peshawar airport 
wath the help of which they used 
to send the antiques abroad. 

Th© officials said that' 4f!'' feet, 
the customs staff was also not 
aware of the smuggling of the 
•heroin in anticpei?' *a^ 'Were 
only hired for the smuggling of 
.antiques and not for the heroin 
powder conefealeci if^fi^'fls^an- 
tiques. The officials also recov- 
ered photographs of the anuques 
which were to be sent to the de- 
sired ,pef^ns. for sui 



CIA, DSP, said that UbeduUah 
and Ibadullah, the gang leaders 
were in US since long. One of 
them has already been arrested by 
the US police while carrying 29 
kg heroin powder. His other 
brother used to look after the 
gang activities in Western coun- 
tries. Their two sgns Qutbullah 
ana Zabeehullah filled the an- 
tiques with heroin and allegedly 
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The Battle for Kabul 



It seemed as if a new 
year's resolution had 
been made to capture 
Kabul before the first 
January sun had set over 
the Afghan capital. Tanks and 
artillery units loyal to the 
warlord from fvlazar-e-Sharif, 
General Abdur Rashid 
Dostum, swiftly moved in to 
take positions on the Qila 
Balhisar, Tapa-e-Maranjan 
and other strategically located 
areas on the last day of 1993. 

With support from the most 
unexpected of quarters - from 
arch enemy of the not so 
distant past, Afghan Premier 
Gulbadin Hekmatyar and the 
Shia Hizbe Wahdat party - 
forces loyal to the former pro- 
communist militia leader 
launched one of the most 
fierce attacks on Kabul to 
date. Within hours of the 
fighting, isttrnist hiwcflinef s 
from Hekmatyar's Hizbe Islami 
opened up another front and 
all hell was let loose on 
whatever was left of the once 
beautiful city. The umpteenth 
battle for Kabul had begun, 
and as rockets and mortar 
shells rained on the capital, the 
attack was described by most 
eye-witnesses as the 
deadliest in years. 

With bombs and rockets 
continuously pounding Kabul 
from all directions, 
Hekmatyar's highly efficient 
office in Peshawar wasted 
little time in declaring th« latest 
round of fighting as an "Islamic 
uprising" against President 
Rabbani'S ful©. "The antt- 
Rabbani Islamic forces have 
joined hands to form the 
Shoora-€-Aata Humaagi 
Inquilab-e-lslami 
Afghanistans," (Supreme 
Coordination Council of 
Islamic Revolution in 
Afghanistan), said a Hizbe 
Islami spokesman in 
Pesttawar. He described the 
latest attack as a "milli Islami 
q/an" (national Islamic 
uprising). 

Meanwhile, President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani, 
recovering partially from the 

tifst found of fighting, reacted 
p<LMnpiiy by singling out his 
*< i»nief benefactor, General 
Dostum, and 
jie'sri5wiE*eikai*j 



.iqjinsf the Uzbek warlord and 
uiher communists". But, 
le^prtettte rhetoric, in actual 
f.ict the latest conflict saw 
Doiitical, religious, even ethnic 
and nationalist ideologies 
oetng set t^ide as Dostum. 
Hekmatayar, Mojaddedi and 
the Hizbe Wahdat joined 
hands against Rabbani an<^ 
Massoud's Jamiat-e-lslami, 
which in turn had the full 
backing of Nabi 
Mohammadi's Harkat-e- " 
Inquilab-e-lslami and Sayyaf's 
pro-Saudi Ittehad-e-lslami. 
This time round, the 
distinctions between 
mujahideen or non- 
mujahideen, Islamist or infidel, 
Pashtun or non-Pashtun wepn; 
of little consequence. The 
battle was no more than a 
power struggle andttmcost, in 
terms of casualties or 
ideological compromises, 
seemed to be of little coneem 
to any of the squabbling 
parties. 

"The two-pronged attack 
launched by the Dostum- 
Hekmatyar alliance and the- 
counter-offensive by the 
pf6^t defenders of Kabul 
resulted in one of the fiercest 
battles ever," recalls Mir Waiz 
Jateef, a BSC correspondent 
in Kabul. "It was certainly the 
worst attack on the war-torn 
capital in years," he continued, 
remembering how "rockets 
were falling by the dozen, 
C(»ning from all directions«nd 
hitting everything from 
residential blocks, hospitals to 
even mosques and other 
places." The intensity of the 
attack grew when General 
Dostum's jet aircraft entered 
the fray, targeting the 
presidential palace, defence 
ministry, radio and television 
stalW2H«s,^d any other places 
which were deemed as being 
of strategic importance. "At 
on© st^e, 10'%® fS r<!M^ets 
were hitting the centre of 
Kabul every minute, and this 
pace wis Icepf^p lc^ several 
hours," another eye-witness 
reported. A large part of Kabul 
had already beeri destroyed 
over the years and huge parts 
of whatever was left of the city 
were reduced to rubble in the 
latest round of violence. The 
presidential palace, the Wazir 
Akbar Khan residential 
complex, Jodai Mivvan 



market, the city's main 400- 
bed hospital, and even the 
Putfe KishtJ mosque were not 
spared the merciless rocket 
attacks and shelling by the 
rivat factions. 

Kabul has weathered 
numerous attacks 
since the communist 
take-over of 
Afghanistan in 1978. 
The capital city has remained, 
off and«, under fire for the 
past 14 years as the 
mujahideen groups, backed 
%^4teli*#««i western 
countries, battled to oust the 
Red Army. The mujahideen 
finally compelled tW^^Sovieti 
to withdraw their troops from 
the country, only to plunge 
' heatJIong into a bitter tivtl war 
waged once again in the name 
of jehad. Ironically, the 
atrocities committed by the 
rival mujahideen groups in the 
name of 'jehad' and 'Islam' in- 
the last few years outnumber 
those perpetrated during the 
undeclared war between the 
Soviet-led communist forces 
and the western-backed 
Islamic warriors. 

In many ways, the latest 
outbreak of clashes and the 
dramatic realignment of forces 
which took place have 
completely changed the 
reality on the ground. In fact, 
the current fighting can be 
described as the third, and 
possibly the final, phase of the 
fratricidal conflict that has 
raged in Afghanistan for the 
last 1 4 years. 
.1 It has become evident that 
while launching the latest 
offensive. General Dostum 
and his newfound allies in the 
Hizbe Islami were convinced 



tf^t^^^mne round they would 

within a period of five hours. 
The alliance was a stronger 
one and their strategy better 
thought out than ever before. 
But it seems that the allies 
once again underestimated 
i^hFmed'Sh#^liiiss®u#f IWe 
so-called "Lion of Panjsher". 
Most observers of the Kabul 
conf Itet irffc5nv1f^e^ ttiat^re 
former defence minister was 
informed of the two-pronged 
attack in advance and was 
well prepared to counter it. His 
Shura-e-Nazara forces, 
supported by soldiers from the 
Ittehad-e-lslami and Harkat-e- 
Inquilab-e-lslami, put up a 
remarkable defence of the 
capital. After several days of 
fighting, the so-called 
'invaders' were pushed back 
to the outer limits of the 
I capital. But this did not spell 
an end to the fighting which 
continued to rage throughout 
the month of January. 

With rockets still falling on 
the capital, and artillery 
exchanges taking place 
outside Kabul, a state of 
stalemate persists. The toll of 
lives artso been irmn^^^^',- 
with over 1000 persons 
believed to have been killed so 

Most analysts of the Afghan 
war agree that the latest bout 
of fighting was nof" - " ■ 
unexpected. "The growing 
tension between Massoud 
afhd t>ost£im chwf t he-months, 
and reports of some localised 
skirmishes between the 
Jamiat and Hizbe Islami as 
well as the use of their 
respective propaganda 
machinery against each other, 
had already signalled the 
onset of a major conflict," says 
an expert on Afghan affairs in 
Peshawar. Tension had bem. 
brewing between the three 
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major players in the Afghan 
conflict, Dostum, Massoud 
and Hekmatyar, each one of 
them af meS t0#iSt^W;ft was 
fvlassoud's ambitious bid to , ; 
wrest control of certain areas 
in tWe nofthe#p*p#re*^e 
country and his refusal to ' 
reach a settlement with 
General Dostum - both in 
terms of money as well as- 
political power -that 
eventually compelled the 
mercena^ ysiii[fc>ff^a . >< 
leader to sever all links wffc • 
Kabul. 

Massoud's predicament 
was that in the real power 
struggle with his arch enemy, 
HeKmatyar, he was not 
prepared to trust anyone other 
than the Panjsheris, or at most 
the Tajiks. His principal 
political stliegy had been ttie 
effective use of millions of the 
Russian printed local 
currency, #w^fg<wrtrvv^<^>^^'^ 
which he won over influential 
commanders. But Massoud 
deprived Dostum of his sharfe 
in the "booty". Dostum who, in 
the initital stages, had played a 
, key role in ousting the " ' ' 
communist regime and in 
installing the mujahideen-led 
government in its place, 
theref had cause for 
resentment. He had also been 
the chief protector of both 
Mojaddedi and latw PtfftS^f 
during their conflict with 
Hekmatyar. But when it came 
to shanng the spoils, the Tajik- 
dominated government in 
Afghanistan, particularly the 
group led by Massoud, turned 
their backs on him. ' " 

Hekmatyar, demonstrating 
once again that there are no 
principles in war, even in a war 
fought in the name of Islam, 
wasted little time in extending 
a hand of friendship towards 
Dostum. It was deemed 
irrelevant that in the past 
Hekmatyar had described the 
Uzbek leader as the biggest 
enemy of the Islamic 
revolution. 

Dostum had never accepted 
the Tajik-dominated 
government in Kabul and this 
was his opportunity to hit out 
at those at the helm. The re- 
alignment of forces compelled 
Hekmatyar to issue a strong 
statement against Saudi 
Arabia, after the Imam-e- 
Ka'aba issued a fatwa in 
support of Rabbani's jehad 
against anti-Islamic and 
communist forces. Perhaps 
Hekmatyar's bitterness also 
stemmed from the fact that 



Sayyaf, with all his Saudi 
backing, chose to back 

Rabbani. 

Most observers of 
Afghanistan's 
complex politics also 
say that the much 
trumpeted Islamabad 
Peace Accord had mereiy 
served to help Rabbani 
consolidate his power. The 
accord hsd-lsftid^illrely to 
provide a mechanism which 
would allow a settlement 
withotit the us® Qf 4of«©: fW« 
accord was not considered 
binding by Dostum, who was 
not consulted at the time of its 
signing. 

Hizbe Islami supporters, 
meanwhile, maintain that 
Hekmatyar's discontent 
stemmed from the fact that he 
was not provided sufficient 
leverage to consolidate his 
position as prime minister of 
the country. "The fact that 
after #tfi«^*R!^i^- 
Hekmatyar never got the 
opportunity to move beyond 
his htefedquafters in 
Charasayab, 25 kilometres 
south of Kabul, and occupy his 



links with the authorities in 
Kabul was Massoud's attempt 
16 tike over the SherkotBandr h.- ^ 
area earlier last year. The arga 
bordering Tajikistan was } 
initially controH^*>y:Oi)irt«m, 
and though Massoud soon 
decided to back off, the 
attempt was erH»i#^t(HfMii«l 
the ruler of Mazar-e-Sharif 
suspicious of Massoud's 
intentions. Soon after, * ■ ' 
skirmishes broke out between 
the Hizbe Islami and Jamiat-e- 
Islami forces in the Taqab 
valley in Ka^ftt^ f ttK^-.^<; ^ ■ ' • ■ 
skirmishes developed into a 
month-long battle between 
ihe two main champtons t^f#i#j' ' ^ 
Islamic revolution. It was in the 
wake of this fighting that the 
Rabbani-contfOlhgdTiatsJi**^ 
television in Kabul stopped 
referring to Hekmatyar as the 
country's prime minister. In ^'-■■■>' 
fact, by October the electronic 
media began to indirectly 
accuse Hekmatyar of planning 
a civil war. 

Meanwhile, the Hizb 
commanders who gathered in 
GMrasayi^towards the end 
of October issued a stern i 
warning to Professor Rabbani. . 




prime ministerial office m the 
capiitaPitself speaks of the 
hollowness of the so-called 
Peace Accord." says an 
/Afghan expert. 

Most analysts are of the 
view that the latest round of 
fighting was, in fact, triggered 
off by Massoud's ambitious 
bid to extend his influence 
over areas dominated by 
Dostum as well as 
Hekmatyar's shrewd if 
unscrupulous manoeuvres to 
make his peace with the 
Uzbek militia leader. 

The incident which 
compelled Dbstim to^v# 



By tony Auth/Philadetphia InquiTBr 

declanng that, "if even one V18/92 
rqQket fell on Hekmatyar's ' 
headquarters, we will wipe out 
the Arg (presidency) and the 
defence ministry." 

By this time. Hekmatyar had 
already opened up channels of 
communication with Dostum 
and capitalising on his fresh ^i'*^*' 
ri^try with Massoud, he 
decided to enter into the most 
unholy of alliances for what 
was perceived by a large 
section of the Hizbe lslam|«[^- 
the last battle for Kabul. *^ ". 

The attack launched by the 
combined forces was certainl^'^ ; 
a major blow to Massoud's 



efforts to consolidate his 
position, but beyond this, the 
fighting ended up producing 
no real winners or losers. It 
was perhaps only Dostum 
who scored a victory by 
vindicating his position as a 
force to be conten<d@d wth in 
Afghanistan's bloody politics. 

Dostum's political career 
has certainly beerttr 
chequered one. A mercenary 
militia leader, in the early days 

he backed the communist 
revolution in Afghanistan only 
to later play a key role in 
ousting Dr Najibullah's regime. 
H« n©w^i9HSgi!i Action which 
has been involved in the intra- 
mujahideen war from vanous 
&ides'<^ ti# divide. It is ironic 
that most of Hekmatyar's 
supporters, who formerly 
accused the Uzbek leader of 
being a collaborator of the 
infidel communists, now refer 
to the general as Haji Dostum. 

! According to a student of 
Afghan politics, "The 14-year 
civil wp^l!«feproved that the 

warring factions have no 
scruples, nor do they care for 
Afghan or Pashtun honour, 
while the talk of Islamic 
revolution is a facade to justify 
their actions in what is merely 
a power-struggle." Most 
experts now agree that the 
fighting in Afghanistan tias 
been reduced to a tussle 
between warlords, the 
concept of jehad no longer 
holding true. ""'^ 

The factions have also 
charged neighbouhng 
countries of backing 
certain groups involved 
in the fighting, e\\fm 
out of ethnic or sectarian 
considerations or simply to 
maintain their influence over 
Afghan politics. "Rabbani may 
not be in a position to 
substantiate his charge that 
Uzbekistan was supplying 
arms to General Dostum's 
forces, but it is difficult to 
presume that without being 
provided a fuel supply, his jets 
could have managed repeated 
air strikes at Kabul," says an - 
Afghan who fought to evict the 
Soviets from his country. 
Similarly, most Afghan and 
Pakistani experts maintain 
that the fuel and ammunition 
needed for tanks and artillery 
units for all the rival forces, 
including that of Hekmatyar 
and Massoud, are coming into 
Afghanistan from one 
neighbouring country or the 
other. "Everyone has their 
favourite, and they may 
continue to provide them with 
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